Why Boycott Israel?

The Palestinian people are experiencing their fortieth year of military
occupation. The siege by the Israeli army and the economic blockade have
devastated their daily lives so that 'normal’ life is impossible.

Israel operates an entrenched system of racial Apartheid against its own non-
Jewish inhabitants and has been illegally occupying Palestinian land in the
West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights since 1967. It
has sought to further annex these lands and has systematically transferred its
own civilian population into these occupied territories in contravention of
international law. Israel continues to build the illegal Apartheid wall, annexing
vast swathes of Palestinian land in the West Bank and creating Palestinian
ghettos, despite the ruling of the International Court of Justice that it is illegal.

180 Palestinian organisations and unions, in response to Israeli onslaught,
have called for a campaign of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions against
Apartheid Israel.

Jews for Boycotting Israeli Goods Founding Statemen t

We are a group of British and Israeli Jews resident in the UK who have come
together in this 40th year of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land to
support the Boycott Israeli Goods (BIG) campaign.

In 1967, the Israeli army took military control of the Golan Heights, the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Since that time the
government of Israel has built settlements, roads and other infrastructure for
its Jewish citizens, using land and resources stolen from the Palestinian
people. This situation continues, unchallenged by Western governments,
despite Israel’s being in violation of international humanitarian law and over
60 UN resolutions.

Israel daily destroys Palestinian lives, livelihoods and homes; it continues to
build its illegal colonies and separation wall on stolen land; it continues to
control Gaza while slicing the West Bank into Bantustans, separating
Palestinian families from their schools, places of work and agricultural land; it
denies Palestinian refugees their right to return and operates a form of racism
in many respects worse than the South African apartheid system. Its policies
of intimidation and humiliation aim to destroy Palestinian hopes of statehood.
Israeli businesses export freely from Palestinian land while the Palestinian



economy is on its knees as a result of the occupation.

We believe that this constitutes a betrayal of the best trends in Jewish ethical
tradition. It inflames hatreds in our unstable world and renders impossible the
achievement of a just peace for Israelis and Palestinians. We therefore
support the existing campaign for boycott, divestment and sanctions to
enforce Israeli compliance with international law.

We call on those of our fellow Jews who are inclined to support the State of
Israel unconditionally to think critically about what Israel does in our names.
We call on every ethical consumer, of any faith or none, to refuse to support
the Israeli economy for as long as the illegal occupation and exploitation of
Palestine persists.

contact jews4BIG@googlemail.com [Email addresses are hidden using
javascript. You must enable javascript to see them]

Why Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions

Because...

Israel destroys Palestinian lives, livelihoods and homes daily, refuses
to stop building its illegal settlements and apartheid wall on stolen land,
continues to control Gaza while slicing the West Bank into Bantustans,
denies Palestinian refugees their right to return, grows produce and
sets up industrial zones on stolen Palestinian land, and operates an
apartheid, racist system on both sides of the ‘green line’.

Only international pressure can make Israel cease its violations of
international law and human rights. As Governments have failed to
hold Israel accountable, it is up to people of conscience in civil society
worldwide to heed Palestinian calls for protection and justice.

Despite the International Court of Justice ruling in 2004 that the
Apartheid Wall is illegal, not a single government has acted to impose
sanctions, ignoring the ICJ’s call to all states and parties to the Fourth
Geneva Convention to take immediate action.

The campaign for BDS is part of the worldwide movement of civil society in
support of the Palestinian people for national, civil and human rights and has
several purposes:

It lets the Palestinian people know that they are not forgotten and the
justice of their cause is recognised.

It sends a signal to Israel that if it continues to flout UN resolutions, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Geneva Convention and



other international laws, and until it ends its brutal occupation, it will
meet with the same response as any other oppressive regime
breaching international law.

It enables decisions made in their everyday lives by people outside
Israel and Palestine to refresh and reinforce their opposition to Israeli
policy.

It exerts moral pressure on the British Government by giving
expression to the desire to move towards a more ethical foreign policy.
It provides an excellent way of stimulating public debate, offers a focus
for leafleting and discussion, as well as exerting moral and economic
pressure on Israel to comply with international legislation and principles
of justice.

Apartheid was weakened by a similar international movement of
solidarity that succeeded in branding South Africa as a pariah state.
Despite obvious differences between these two forms of oppression,
this antecedent provides an inspiring model.

BDS in Engalnd and Wales by Zoe Mars

‘I've been very deeply distressed in my visit to the Holy Land; it reminded me
so much of what happened to us black people in South Africa. | have seen the
humiliation of the Palestinians at checkpoints and roadblocks, suffering like us
when young white police officers prevented us from moving about.’

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
‘Israelis claim they are the elect of God and find a biblical justification for their
Zionist exclusivity. This is just like the Afrikaners of apartheid.’

Ronnie Kasrils, South Africa’s intelligence minister quoted in Chris McGreal’s
special two-part report in The Guardian G2 (06/07.02.06)

BDS in England and Wales
by Zoé Mars
Published in Al Majdal Issue 38 — Summer 2008

This article summarizes the current major effort by the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign (PSC) and other Palestine solidarity groups in England and Wales
to build a really dynamic and concerted BDS campaign across eight action
areas for the next year. In the process of describing this, examples will be
given of the range of past campaigning actions which are now being drawn



together and stepped up, to achieve greater visibility and impact.

This initiative arose from a PSC workshop held in May 2008 with members
from branches around the country and with representatives of sister
organizations, especially Scottish PSC, British Committee for the Universities
of Palestine (BRICUP), Interfaith Morally Responsible Investment (IMRI) and
Jews for Boycotting Israeli Goods (JBIG). The immediate impetus was to
respond as forcefully as possible to the Palestinian civil society BDS call of 9
July 2005.

The concrete aim of the workshop was to produce action proposals which
were precisely defined, feasible and had identified timings and lead groups. A
comprehensive Action Plan and Calendar for the year ahead emerged, which
we are now committed to carrying through with as wide a network of support
as possible. There will be a follow-up workshop in November in York to review
progress and develop ongoing plans.

The following is a very brief summary of the eight Action Areas in the Plan. In
all these, there will be links with all local branches, production of relevant
literature and website revamps, and an organizational framework to check on
progress and report back to such bodies as the PSC Annual General Meeting
who will convene at the end of this year.

Consumer Action

Two work-groups took the lead examining the Boycotting Israeli Goods (BIG)
campaign and the specific Case of settlement produce, which is so graphic in
its illegality that it can be used as an entry point for persuading the public and
introducing the case for a general boycott. In addition to continued research
and lobbying, there will be a relaunch of the BIG campaign in September, with
letter-writing campaigns targeting the large supermarkets and the press from
the first day of the month; letter-writing to local supermarkets from 7th; and a
national week of action beginning on the 20th. These activities will build on
regular work by local groups to picket and leaflet supermarkets and to clarify
to the public that the new labeling of some goods as ‘West Bank’ is absolutely
not evidence of their being genuinely Palestinian, but only of the EU’s further
complicity with Israeli occupation.

Complicit Firms

Intensive campaigns directed at Agrexco (Israeli agricultural produce exporter,
much of its production coming from Jordan Valley settlements), Veolia
(Jerusalem tramway servicing settlers in the occupied West Bank), Eden
Springs (water from the occupied Golan), and Leviev Diamonds (owned by
settlement construction mogul Lev Leviev), which have so far mainly been
conducted in Britain by local groups in Brighton, Portsmouth, Scotland and —
for Leviev — New York (USA), will become national campaigns with tailored
lobbying of company headquarters, local outlets and clients (including shops,
local councils and educational institutions). There will be seasonal focus on
specific Agrexco products (e.g.dates during Ramadan),and continued direct



actions. Since 2004, campaigners have targeted the Agrexco UK
headquarters with repeated blockades, leading to an attempted prosecution
by the company which led to a finding of ‘no case to answer’ after the
protesters argued Agexco’s business was unlawful and demanded disclosure
of the company’s dealings with Israeli settlements.

EU-Israel Association Agreement

Much work has been done in the UK and elsewhere on the continent to
oppose the EU-Israel Association Agreement and the 2005 ‘Technical
Agreement’ on settlement produce between the EU and the Israel Customs
Cooperation Committee. This work will continue, and a coordinating group will
research the economic benefits illicitly received by Israel(tariff concessions
obtained by the mislabeling of settlement products). The research will also
aim to quantify the cost of Israeli destruction of Palestinian infrastructure,
especially to EC-supported projects and aid program. The campaign against
the Association Agreement will involve lobbying UK Members of Parliament
and EU parliamentarians to take positions against the Agreement, as well as
preparing for the new reform treaty that is due in June 2009.

Academic Boycott

In May 2008, the University and College Union (UCU - representing 120,000
British academics) passed a new motion on Palestine. The motion calls on
members of the union ‘to consider the moral and political implications of
educational links with Israeli institutions’ and proposes that ‘Ariel College, an
explicitly colonizing institution in the West Bank, be investigated under the
formal Greylisting Procedure,’ a procedure used by the union against
institutions which contravene good labour relations practice. As a result of the
resolution, there is new commitment by BDS activists to stand with academics
who support the academic boycott and who have faced intensive pressure
and legal threats from the Zionist lobby. The PSC will identify its academic
members and, with BRICUP, will encourage them to undertake silent
(personal) boycotting of Israeli institutions, and — also with students — to work
on identifying their universities’ research and other links with Israel.

Cultural, Sporting and Professional Boycott

A precise formulation of the criteria for cultural boycott, based on the PACBI
call, and a calendar of events for action through the year will be drawn up.
This will cover: events such as the recent International Writers Fair in
Jerusalem, and the recurrent fundraising events and performances for the
Jewish National Fund; sporting events which include Israeli individuals or
teams — such as the demonstration at Wembley last September for the
qgualifying match for the Euro 2008 football competition, and action against
football clubs which promote Israel (e.g. Arsenal’s contract to advertise Israeli
tourism); a template letter for artists accepting invitations to perform in Israel
(such as Paul McCartney); and a ‘hall of shame and fame’ for artists,
professionals and sports-people who visit and work with Israel or Israeli
institutions, or who pull out of doing so, which will be compiled for the website.



Pension and Investment Funds

There will be work with institutions and with trade union officers and members,
and with pension fund managers, to get information on the make-up of funds,
and to call for divestment from firms complicit with the occupation as
appropriate, following the work which has been pursued in the last few years
by Methodist and Anglican churches.

Faith Group Action

Groups within the Christian, Muslim and Jewish communities, and their
community associations, will work to support the consumer action, cultural,
and divestment campaigns, with specific elements appropriate to their
circumstances—e.g.calls for pilgrimages that
benefitPalestinians,andboycottingofisraeli-initiatedorlisraeli-
supportingreligiousandothervisits. This work will be led by IMRI.

Trade Union Action

There will be continuing contact and actions with trade unions in Palestine,
and encouragement of trade union twinning arrangements to underpin BDS
actions (e.g. Palestinian workers can supply local information on complicit
firms and their abusive practices). Seventeen of the major British trade unions
are now affiliated to the PSC, and the affiliations have produced a Trade
Union Advisory Committee to follow-up on the campaign. Whilst several of the
unions have passed pro-boycott motions, there is a lot of work to be done at
grassroots level to identify possibly appropriate and feasible BDS options for
each union in its own circumstances, and to increase support for these
campaigns. This is advanced through education work among rank-and-file
workers, and the provision of speakers and materials. Progress with the
Action Plan will be checked and supported by a central coordinating group,
and actions reported through regular planning meetings and through the
second Workshop in November mentioned above.

Lessons from the Campaign

The British experience with BDS suggests several lessons for the BDS
movement. First and foremost is how important it is to keep up the momentum
in each area of campaigning, and not to allow either an initial impact or
setbacks to stop progress. Examples would be the work on the Caterpillar
campaign where the first round of boycott and divestment campaigns made
real impacts but seemed to reach a peak. We now realize we must return to
this work because it is such a graphic case, along with action against other
complicit firms. But perhaps we have to find some new approaches. An
example of an apparent setback was the overturning of the original academic
union boycott motion in 2005. The vituperative Zionist backlash could have
been a real deterrent; it needed steady determined work to produce the new
solidarity motions, and much follow-up work at the grassroots will be needed
to push the academic boycott campaign forward.



The second lesson is the importance of drawing boycott campaigns in
different areas together so they can reinforce each other, especially complicit
firms, consumer boycott and divestment, also drawing in legal support
wherever possible. And finally, there is the need to work through as many
channels as possible: solidarity organizations, churches, mosques, trade
unions, the national and European parliaments, but also the twinning
movement. At least a dozen Palestine Solidarity Campaign branches now
have links with Palestinian towns or regions and these can provide powerful
information (e.g. evidence of settlement produce being exported to British
supermarkets) and can also strengthen support for BDS in Britain through the
links with local schools and other institutions. We can never do enough BDS
work, but we must do as much as we possibly can.

Zoé Mars is a member of PSC’s National Executive Committee, has spent time in Palestine
with ISM and as an Election Monitor for the Legislative elections in 2006, and is a member of
PSC’s BDS Committee. Anyone interested in further information about the Action Plan, or
interested in linking with specific actions, should contact Zoé Mars at
zoe.mars@palestinecampaign.org

The Palestinian Call for Boycott Divestment and San  ctions

Palestinian Civil Society Calls for Boycott, Divest ment and
Sanctions against Israel until it Complies with Int ernational
Law and Universal Principles of Human Rights

9 July 2005

One year after the historic Advisory Opinion of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) which found Israel’s Wall built on occupied Palestinian territory to
be illegal, Israel continues its construction of the colonial Wall with total
disregard to the Court’s decision. Thirty eight years into Israel’s occupation of
the Palestinian West Bank (including East Jerusalem), Gaza Strip and the
Syrian Golan Heights, Israel continues to expand Jewish colonies. It has
unilaterally annexed occupied East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights and is
now de facto annexing large parts of the West Bank by means of the Wall.
Israel is also preparing - in the shadow of its planned redeployment from the
Gaza Strip - to build and expand colonies in the West Bank. Fifty seven years
after the state of Israel was built mainly on land ethnically cleansed of its
Palestinian owners, a majority of Palestinians are refugees, most of whom are
stateless. Moreover, Israel's entrenched system of racial discrimination
against its own Arab-Palestinian citizens remains intact.

In light of Israel’s persistent violations of international law, and Given that,
since 1948, hundreds of UN resolutions have condemned Israel’s colonial and
discriminatory policies as illegal and called for immediate, adequate and
effective remedies, and



Given that all forms of international intervention and peace-making have until
now failed to convince or force Israel to comply with humanitarian law, to
respect fundamental human rights and to end its occupation and oppression
of the people of Palestine, and

In view of the fact that people of conscience in the international community
have historically shouldered the moral responsibility to fight injustice, as
exemplified in the struggle to abolish apartheid in South Africa through diverse
forms of boycott, divestment and sanctions;

Inspired by the struggle of South Africans against apartheid and in the spirit of
international solidarity, moral consistency and resistance to injustice and
oppression,

We, representatives of Palestinian civil society, call upon international civil
society organizations and people of conscience all over the world to impose
broad boycotts and implement divestment initiatives against Israel similar to
those applied to South Africa in the apartheid era. We appeal to you to
pressure your respective states to impose embargoes and sanctions against
Israel. We also invite conscientious Israelis to support this Call, for the sake of
justice and genuine peace.

These non-violent punitive measures should be maintained until Israel meets
its obligation to recognize the Palestinian people’s inalienable right to self-
determination and fully complies with the precepts of international law by:

1. Ending its occupation and colonization of all Arab lands and
dismantling the Wall;

2. Recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of
Israel to full equality; and

3. Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees
to return to their homes and properties as stipulated in UN resolution
194.

Endorsed by:

The Palestinian political parties, unions, associations, coalitions and
organizations below represent the three integral parts of the people of
Palestine: Palestinian refugees, Palestinians under occupation and
Palestinian citizens of Israel.

UNIONS, ASSOCIATIONS, CAMPAIGNS

1. Council of National and Islamic Forces in Palestine (coordinating body for
the major political parties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory)

2. Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizen's Rights (PICCR)

3. Union of Arab Community Based Associations (ITTIJAH), Haifa

4. Forum of Palestinian NGOs in Lebanon

5. Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions (PGFTU)

6. General Union of Palestinian Women (GUPW)



7. General Union of Palestinian Teachers (GUPT)

8. Federation of Unions of Palestinian Universities' Professors and Employees
9. Consortium of Professional Associations

10. Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees (UPMRC)

11. Health Work Committees - West Bank

12. Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC)

13. Union of Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC)

14. Union of Health Work Committees - Gaza (UHWC)

15. Union of Palestinian Farmers

16. Occupied Palestine and Syrian Golan Heights Advocacy Initiative
(OPGAI)

17. General Union of Disabled Palestinians

18. Palestinian Federation of Women's Action Committees (PFWAC)

19. Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel
(PACBI)

20. Palestinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign

21. Union of Teachers of Private Schools

22. Union of Women's Work Committees, Tulkarem (UWWC)

23. Dentists' Association - Jerusalem Center

24. Palestinian Engineers Association

25. Lawyers' Association

26. Network for the Eradication of llliteracy and Adult Education, Ramallah
27. Coordinating Committee of Rehabilitation Centers - West Bank

28. Coalition of Lebanese Civil Society Organizations (150 organizations)
29. Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR), Network of Student-
based Canadian University Associations

REFUGEE RIGHTS ASSOCIATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS

30. Al-Ard Committees for the Defense of the Right of Return, Syria
31. Al-Awda Charitable Society, Beit Jala

32. Al Awda - Palestine Right-to-Return Coalition, U.S.A

33. Al-Awda Toronto

34. Aidun Group - Lebanon

35. Aidun Group - Syria

36. Alrowwad Cultural and Theatre Training Center, Aida refugee camp
37. Association for the Defense of the Rights of the Internally Displaced
(ADRID), Nazareth

38. BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee
Rights, Bethlehem

39. Committee for Definite Return, Syria

40. Committee for the Defense of Palestinian Refugee Rights, Nablus
41. Consortium of the Displaced Inhabitants of Destroyed Palestinian
Villages and Towns

42. Filastinuna - Commission for the Defense of the Right of Return, Syria
43. Handala Center, 'Azza (Beit Jibreen) refugee camp, Bethlehem

44. High Committee for the Defense of the Right of Return, Jordan
(including personal endorsement of 71 members of parliament, political
parties and unions in Jordan)

45. High National Committee for the Defense of the Right of Return,



Ramallah

46. International Right of Return Congress (RORC)

47.  Jermana Youth Forum for the Defense of the Right of Return, Syria
48. Laji Center, Aida camp, Bethlehem

49. Local Committee for Rehabilitation, Qalandia refugee camp, Jerusalem
50. Local Committee for Rehabilitation of the Disabled, Deheishe refugee
camp, Bethlehem 51.  Palestinian National Committee for the Defense of
the Right of Return, Syria

52. Palestinian Return Association, Syria

53. Palestinian Return Forum, Syria

54. Palestine Right-of-Return Coalition (Palestine, Arab host countries,
Europe, North America)

55. Palestine Right-of-Return Confederation-Europe (Austria, Denmark,
France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden) 56.
Palestinian Youth Forum for the Right of Return, Syria

57. PLO Popular Committees - West Bank refugee camps

58. PLO Popular Committees - Gaza Strip refugee camps

59. Popular Committee - al-'Azza (Beit Jibreen) refugee camp, Bethlehem
60. Popular Committee - Deheishe refugee camp, Bethlehem

61. Shaml - Palestinian Diaspora and Refugee Center, Ramallah

62. Union of Women's Activity Centers - West Bank Refugee Camps

63. Union of Youth Activity Centers - Palestine Refugee Camps

64. Women's Activity Center - Deheishe refugee camp, Bethlehem

65. Yafa Cultural Center, Balata refugee camp, Nablus

ORGANIZATIONS

66. Abna' al-Balad Society, Nablus

67. Addameer Center for Human Rights, Gaza

68. Addameer Prisoners' Support and Human Rights Association, Ramallah
69. Alanga’ Cultural Association, Hebron

70. Al-Awda Palestinian Folklore Society, Hebron

71.  Al-Doha Children's Cultural Center, Bethlehem

72.  Al-Huda Islamic Center, Bethlehem

73. Al-Jeel al-Jadid Society, Haifa

74. Al-Karameh Cultural Society, Um al-Fahm

75. Al-Maghazi Cultural Center, Gaza

76. Al-Marsad Al-Arabi, occupied Syrian Golan Heights
77. Al-Mezan Center for Human Rights, Gaza

78. Al-Nahda Cultural Forum, Hebron

79. Al-Taghrid Society for Culture and Arts, Gaza

80. Alternative Tourism Group, Beit Sahour (ATG)

81. Al-Wafa' Charitable Society, Gaza

82. Applied Research Institute Jerusalem (ARIJ)

83. Arab Association for Human Rights, Nazareth (HRA)
84. Arab Center for Agricultural Development (ACAD)
85. Arab Center for Agricultural Development-Gaza

86. Arab Education Institute (AEI) - Pax Christie Bethlehem
87. Arab Orthodox Charitable Society - Beit Sahour

88. Arab Orthodox Charity - Beit Jala
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89. Arab Orthodox Club - Beit Jala

90. Arab Orthodox Club - Beit Sahour

91. Arab Students' Collective, University of Toronto

92. Arab Thought Forum, Jerusalem (AFT)

93. Association for Cultural Exchange Hebron - France

94. Association Najdeh, Lebanon

95.  Authority for Environmental Quality, Jenin

96. Bader Society for Development and Reconstruction, Gaza
97. Canadian Palestine Foundation of Quebec, Montreal

98. Center for the Defense of Freedoms, Ramallah

99. Center for Science and Culture, Gaza

100. Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Ramallah- Al-Bireh District
101. Child Development and Entertainment Center, Tulkarem
102. Committee for Popular Participation, Tulkarem

103. Defense for Children International-Palestine Section, Ramallah (DCI/PS)
104. El-Funoun Palestinian Popular Dance Troupe

105. Ensan Center for Democracy and Human Rights, Bethlehem
106. Environmental Education Center, Bethlehem

107. FARAH - Palestinian Center for Children, Syria

108. Ghassan Kanafani Society for Development, Gaza

109. Ghassan Kanafani Forum, Syria

110. Gaza Community Mental Health Program, Gaza (GCMHP)
111. Golan for Development, occupied Syrian Golan Heights
112. Halhoul Cultural Forum, Hebron

113. Himayeh Society for Human Rights, Um al-Fahm

114. Holy Land Trust - Bethlehem

115. Home of Saint Nicholas for the Aged - Beit Jala

116. Human Rights Protection Center, Lebanon

ACTION ALERT - write to Hilary Benn about labelling  of
Settlement Goods

ACTION ALERT

Decisions being taken in April on the labelling of goods in supermarkets from
illegal Israeli settlements

Write to Hilary Benn TODAY

Lawyers from the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs the
Food Standards Agency (Minister — Hilary Benn) and the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (Minister — David Miliband) are right now drafting new
guidelines on how goods from illegal Israeli settlements in the Palestinian
Occupied Territories are labelled and sold in the UK. These guidelines are
crucial in that they determine how supermarkets label produce form the illegal
West Bank settlements.

Feedback from the supermarkets makes it clear that consumer action is

11



having a significant effect on their attitude towards settlement goods. It is
therefore urgent that we keep up the pressure on the government during the
next two weeks. In particular we must pressure the Government to obtain, and
publish, an expert legal opinion on whether or not trading with the settlements
is itself legal.

Please write immediately to Hilary Benn ( Hilary.Benn
@defra.gsi.gov.uk[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You must
enable javascript to see them]) ,

copying your letter to your MP, demanding that the labelling of settlement
produce clearly indicates its illegal origins. Here is a model letter which
includes the postal address.

Background

Current practices of mislabelling of produce from the illegal settlements in the
West Bank as produce of Israel in retail shops in the UK has led to the
producers illegally benefitting from the EU Israel preferential trade agreement
and loss to the British taxpayer of trade tariff revenue, and the more recent
‘West Bank’ labelling in some supermarkets has misled consumers in to
believing that they are supporting Palestinian farmers.

If the UK government will not ban the import of these goods, then we must
make sure that its labelling gives the consumer clear ethical guidance on the
origin. This can only be achieved if all these goods carry a label that describes
the goods/produce as coming from ‘illegal Israeli settlements in the West
Bank'’.

Trade Unions And Boycott

UK trade unions have varying policies on boycott.

The NUJ recently voted to boycott Israeli Goods at its AGM. UNISON has a boycott policy.
Other unions call for an end of arms sales to Israel or sanctions against Israel

BIG relaunch — call to action to Trade Unions

For a comprehensive guide to Trade Union Policies on Palestine see PSC's overview

List of Palestinian Trade Unions who officially support the unified call for Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions

Arms Trade Campaign
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Resisting the sale and export of weapons to apartheid Israel is a direct way to challenge the
state's support for Israel's military occupation of Palestine and is an important part of the BDS
campaign. Israel's occupation and repression of the Palestinians is perpetuated by a steady
flow of arms for Europe and the US. Britain is the 4th largest exporter of arms in the world and
plays a significant role in arming Israel.

The BIG campaign is calling for campigners to lobby the government to stop arms exports to
Israel and to directly challenge companies in the UK who are manufacturing arms for Israel,
either directlty or indirectly.

Military Sanctions

We are calling on campaigners to contact MPS and call for military sanctions against Israel
(click here for a summary of what miltary sanctions would mean). Britain issues export
licences to UK based companies who are exporting military equipment to Israel. in 2008
Public Interest Lawyers and Al Haq brought an_appeal to the High Court on behalf of a
Palestinian called Saleh Hasan calling on BERR to disclose their reasons for granting export
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licenses to Israel. The case is ongoing. In February 2009 the same team read a statement in
the High Court calling for a cessation of export licenses to Israel in light of the recent war
crimes in Gaza.

Challenging Local Arms Manufacturers

BIG call for campaigners to challenge British arms manufacturers who are exporting weapons
to Israel, either directly or indirectly, and multinational companies who export arms to Israel.
These Companies include Boeing, Lockheed, UAV systems, CATerpillar, EDO MBM/ITT and
BAE systems. Many activists have launched local campaigns to stop arms being
manufactured in their communities being exported to Israel and to challenge multinational
companies involved in supplying arms to Israel.

UK Arms Companies supplying Israel and campaigns ag ainst them:

EDO/ITT Brighton-based arms company EDO MBM/ITT (formerly EDO MBM), a wholly
owned subsidiary of US arms multinational EDO Corp, has been the subject of a relentless
direct action campaign due to the company's complicity in war crimes committed by the US,
UK and Israeli armies in Iraq and Palestine.

ITT/EDO produces the ERU-151 (Ejector Release Unit) and ZRFAU (Zero Retention Force
Arming Unit), both of which are incorporated in bomb racks used by the F16 war planes that
have been used by the Israeli Air Force to commit war crimes in Gaza. These components
have been advertised for several years on EDO websites as 'actively manufactured' in
Brighton, and as 'used' and 'utilized' on the F16, within its main bombrack, the VER-2. EDO
MBM/ITT also has contracts with the UK Ministry of Defence and US arms giant Raytheon to
build release mechanisms for the Paveway bomb system (for more details, see here).

On 20 January 2009, the United States Airforce awarded ITT a contract for the manufacture
of flexible cable assemblies to connect weapons to the F-15E jet fighter bomber. The
equipment is to be manufactured in Brighton and may reach Israel through US exports (see
here)

The Smash EDO website has comprehensive information on what and how ITT/EDO supplies
the Israeli army as well as on companies doing 'business’ with ITT/EDO. These include The
London & Brighton Plating Company Ltd, Guardian Guards, DHL, TNT, Initial City Link and
Challenge Packaging Ltd.

On 17 January 2009, anti-militarist activists forced entry into the EDO Brighton factory and
destroyed equipment used to make weapons used in Israel's wholesale slaughter of civilians
in Gaza. The company alleges that the 'decommissioning’ action has cost £300,000 in lost
business. Eight people now face a 'conspiracy to cause criminal damage' charge. Two of
them also face 'breach of bail' charges (for more details, see here). Smash EDO demonstrate
every Wednesday, 4-6pm, outside the EDO MBM/ITT factory on Home Farm Road, Brighton.

Raytheon

Raytheon is one of the largest US arms manufacturers and the fifth-largest military contractor
in the world, with annual revenues of around $20 billion. The company has big contracts in
Afghanistan and Iraqg, and has regularly been found guilty of illegal activity (see here). Among
other things, Raytheon makes Bunker Buster bombs, Tomahawk and Patriot missiles.

A number of their missiles can be loaded with cluster bombs, which are banned under
international law but have, nonetheless, been used by the US and Israeli armies. Raytheon is
one of Israel's main suppliers of weapons used in the recent attacks on Gaza. Through its US
and Israeli military relations, the company is said to advocate the expansionist notion of
‘Greater Israel', which, of course, means more war business and more profits (see here).
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In September last year, the US Defense Security Cooperation Agency, which oversees major
arms sales, approved the sale of three kits made by Raytheon to upgrade Israel's Patriot
missile system in a deal valued at up to $164 million (see here). Like EDO, Raytheon has
been recently the subject of a relentless direct action campaign. In 2006, nine activists forced
entry into the Raytheon office in Derry during the Israeli bombing of Lebanon, barricaded
themselves inside the office and threw computer equipment out of the windows. In June 2008,
a Jury in Belfast found the defendants not guilty of criminal damage on the basis that they
acted with 'reasonable excuse' (see here). More recently, three protesters occupied the roof
of the company offices in Bristol for over five weeks starting on 9 December 2008 (see this
report). The rooftop occupation was the third such protest to have targeted Raytheon in the
last few months (see the campaign's blog for more details).

A list of Raytheon locations and contacts can be found on the company's website.

Lockheed Martin

Lockheed Martin is the world's largest defence contractor by revenue. Most of the company's
revenues came from the United States Department of Defense, other US federal government
agencies, and foreign military customers.

Lockheed Martin's products include the F-22, F-16, F-117, C-5, C-27J, C-130, P-3 and U-2. It
also produces the Hellfire precision-guided missile system, which has reportedly been used in
the recent Gaza attacks. In 2008, it reported sales of $42.7 billion. On 4 September 2001,
Israel signed a contract with Lockheed Martin for 52 more F-16I fighters. The total value of the
purchase was approximately $2bn, with $1.3bn of that going to Lockheed Martin. The deal
then increased the Lockheed Martin's F-16 backlog to 301, with production provisionally
extended to the end of 2008. This was Israel's 6th acquisition of F-16s, the world's 'most
sought-after' fighter. Israel possesses the largest fleet of F-16s outside the United States, with
more than 350 jets.

In October 2008, Sir David Manning, a former British Ambassador to Israel and the US, joined
the board of Lockheed Martin UK Holdings Ltd. as a non-executive director. Manning's other
past diplomatic positions include Deputy Under Secretary for State in the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office for Defence and Intelligence and the UK Permanent Representative to
NATO in Brussels. In 2001, he was also appointed as Foreign Policy Advisor to former Prime
Minister Tony Blair. Lockheed Martin's UK head office is located in central London (22
Carlisle Place, SW1P 1JA), with other locations throughout England (see here).

UAV Engines

UAV Engines Ltd (UEL) is one of the world's leading manufacturers of engines for drones
(small, unmanned aircraft) that are becoming critical frontline systems for military and civilian
use around the world. The company, known as UEL, is owned by the Israel drone specialists
Silver Arrow, a subsidiary of the Israeli defence contractor Elbit Systems. Amnesty has
recently uncovered evidence that the specially-designed engines for drones used by Israeli
forces in targeted air strikes are made in the UK by UAV Engines, which is based in Lichfield,
Staffordshire (Lynn Lane, Shenstone, WS14 0DT).

One of its rotary Wankel engines is used in Elbit's Hermes 450 drone. A version of the 450
drone makes up a squadron of the Israeli air force and has been seen over Gaza in the recent
attacks, being used for surveillance and targeting for Israel's F-16 strike fighters (see here
and here).

On 19 January, around 30 people gathered outside the UVA Litchfield factory to protest
against the company's link with the massacre in Gaza. The protest was heavily policed, with
one over-zealous arrest (see this report).

Caterpillar
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Caterpillar Inc, commonly referred to as CAT, is the world's largest manufacturer of
construction (and destruction) equipment, with more than $30 billion in assets. Famous for
their products featuring caterpillar tracks and a distinctive yellow paint scheme, Caterpillar
produces a wide range of engineering vehicles, including the range of Caterpillar bulldozers.

The US government buys Caterpillar bulldozers and sends them to the Israel army as part of
its annual foreign military assistance package. Such sales are governed by the US Arms
Export Control Act, which limits the use of US military aid to "internal security" and "legitimate
self-defense" and prohibits its use against civilians. Caterpillar held the sole contract for the
production of the D9 military bulldozer, specifically designed for use in invasions of built-up
areas. Since 1967, Israel has used Caterpillar bulldozers to demolish tens of thousands of
Palestinian homes and uproot hundreds of thousands of trees, in Israel's persistent efforts to
ethnically cleanse Palestinians from their land and build illegal settlements.

The D9 bulldozer was extensively used by Israel in Israel during 'Operation Defensive Shield'
in 2001-2, particularly during invasion of Jenin, when countless homes were destroyed by
bulldozers and a disabled man was crushed to death. Caterpillar has also profited from the
construction of the apartheid separation wall, which has cut off many Palestinian villages from
the rest of the West Bank. The wall was built after the destruction and confiscation of large
parts of Palestinian land. On 16 March 2003, American peace activist Rachel Corrie was
murdered by an Israeli soldier driving a Caterpillar D9 bulldozer as she tried to stop it from
destroying a Palestinian home in the Rafah refugee camp in Gaza. It is, therefore, difficult to
contest that CAT bulldozers are not weapons of mass destruction. Caterpillar still supply
spare parts for the maintenance of Israel's D9s. Caterpillar also produces tank engines at
their Caterpillar/Perkins plant in Shrewsbury. Other CAT merchandise includes shoes, clothes
and accessories.

A campaign against Caterpillar, known as Caterkiller, has repeatedly taken direct action
against the company. A recent CAT sponsorship deal with Leicester Tigers Rugby club has
met local opposition. For more details on Caterpillar and the campaign and actions against it,
see the campaign's website. See also War on Want's report Caterpillar, the alternative report,
which includes a list of Caterpillar premises in the UK.

Other arms companies with links to Israel and its war crimes against the Palestinian people
include Rolls Royce and Thales. A list of UK arms companies known to have supplied Israel
can be found here.

Sanctions

The role of the British public can be crucial in pushing for different forms of sanctions against
Israel, within a variety of campaigns. These encompass trade, oil, military, travel and
diplomatic sanctions, which can be implemented from the local level, on a national scale,
within the EU and across the wider international community.

The experiences of the anti-apartheid movement against South Africa demonstrated how
“peoples sanctions” made an impact from a local level. Once grassroots campaigners built
popular, widespread support for sanctions, these were taken up at regional, national and
global institutions. In a sense sanctions form a core goal of boycott campaigns that appeal to
agencies to apply specific measures against the offender. As with apartheid South Africa,
Israel is the target of various forms of sanctions in support of an oppressed people struggling
for freedom.
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Trade Sanctions

Mutual trade with the UK and EU should be subjected to sanctions. The Israeli economy is
particularly reliant on the EU for both imports and exports markets, in the sectors of services
and technology, arms, diamonds and fresh produce. The application of sanctions would
increase the burden on the economy and place significant pressure on Israel to implement
international law and the rights of the Palestinian people.

The suspension of the EU-Israel Trade Agreement, for Israel’s breaches of human rights
clauses, is a priority within solidarity work in the UK. See sample letters to the Foreign
Secretary and MEPs

Military Sanctions

Israel’'s military industry is unusual compared to other states in that production is geared
towards external markets, bringing in vital investment for the economy. Israel has a shortfall in
domestic production and imports military goods from the US and some EU states (often with
assistance).

A sanctions campaign looks to cut off an important sector of the Israeli economy, which has
caused mini weapons races across the world, fuelled various conflicts and assisted various
regimes, dictators and juntas. It also seeks to halt the arming of Israel where it is unable to
source military goods domestically and end the global complicity in Israeli crimes against
Palestinians.

Travel/Diplomatic Sanctions

Such campaigns can look to restrict the travel of representatives of the state to send a
message that human rights violations will not be tolerated in other parts of the world.
Moreover, it can encompass the severing of diplomatic relations, participation in external
forums and membership of international bodies and agencies.

At other levels — such as university, trade union, and sporting contact — campaigns can
consider their relations with groups and individuals who do not oppose the Occupation or
support Palestinian rights.

Existing Initiatives in support of Palestine
Parliamentary Support for Sanctions

The House of Commons International Development Committee has called for sanctions and
noted: ‘Where a sufficiently egregious case of human rights abuse has been established as to
warrant economic sanctions, the EU should not be deterred from imposing them,’.

Gerald Kaufman MP is prominent amongst a number of MPs who support sanctions. An Early
Day Motion (EDM) has been tabled by David Lepper and more parliamentary support is
needed. Please ask your MP to support sanctions and sign this and similar EDMs.

European Support for Sanctions

Europe is Israel’s largest export partner and Israel receives substantial tax benefits from the
European Trade Agreement. Support is growing in Europe for action to end preferential trade
with Israel, particularly since countries in such trade agreements are required to abide by
international and human rights law. MEPs from several countries are actively pressing for
action from the European Commission as well as the regional Parliament.
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‘Until the Israeli government shows it is serious about complying with international law and
joining the international community of law-abiding nations, the EU must apply economic
pressure for it to do so.’

- Dr Caroline Lucas, Green Party
Latest News on Sanctions
South African trade union looks for trade sanctions in support of Palestinians

Call for an end to destructive ‘constructive engagement’

The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Foreign Affairs, Irish parliament, calls for the issue of
sanctions against Israel to be discussed PACBI Report

Jubilee South Africa call for sanctions against Apartheid Israel: PACBI Report

Ireland - SIPTU calls for the suspension of the Euro-Mediterreanean Association Agreement

South Africa - Metal workers Union Calls for Sanctions

Venezuela Recalls Ambassdor from Israel

EuroMED Civil forum declaration regarding Palestine

The National Lawyers Guild in the U.S. condemns Israel's crimes and calls for sanctions.

Regional council of the Sgr-Trandelag, Norway passes motion calling for a comprehensive
boycott on Israeli goods, followed up with awareness raising campaign across region.

Further Links

Click here for other information on ongoing campaigns.

Divestment Campaigns

PSC campaigns for British companies and shareholders to divest from Israel and for the
government to suspend all trade agreements. Civil society organisations such as trade
unions, women'’s institutes, ethical trading groups and co-ops, are asked to scrutinise their
investments and pension funds, to make sure they are not implicated in supporting Israel
Apartheid.

In the UK, the Churches have given the moral lead in the divestment campaign. The
Methodist Conference has referred the matter to its Joint Advisory Committee for Ethical
Investment and the equivalent committee of the Church of England has recommended
divestment from Caterpillar. This position has been ratified by the General Synod.

The withdrawal of corporate foreign investments in Israel can be complemented by individual
shareholders taking their investments away from Israeli companies and companies which
benefit Israel. Once a few financial institutions started to withdraw from Apartheid South
Africa, a downward spiral was set in motion. In 1985 international financial institutions
declined to roll over the loans that they had made available to their various South African
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clients, and which were due for repayment. South Africa had become an unacceptable risk,
both because of its own domestic turbulence, and because of the increasing pressure that
finance houses were experiencing from clients, shareholders and the general public in their
own countries.

Campaign for a Sporting Boycott of Apartheid Israel

The sporting boycott aims to end sporting collaboration with Apartheid Israel until it complies
with international humanitarian law.

This was a particularly important tool against South African Apartheid.

The boycott movement will aim to take action whenever Israeli teams play outside Israel and
pressure sporting bodies to end those links.

Campaign for an Academic Boycott of Apartheid Israe I

The academic boycott is the movement for a halt to academic collaborations with Israel,
Particularly for European universities, and the EU itself, to place a moratorium on its research
links with Israel whilst Israel remains in breach of international and European and Human
Rights legislation.

Israeli universities institutionally, and the overwhelming majority of their academic staff, are
complicit at worst and acquiescent at best in Israel’'s apartheid policies. They are indifferent to
the daily trampling over the academic freedoms of Palestinians to study, teach and research,
(see BirZeit university website). Furthermore, they are integral to Israel’'s economy.

The Palestinian academic trades unions and associations, and all the NGOs on the West
Bank have called for a complete academic and cultural boycott of Israeli institutions. This is
not a boycott of individual Israelis as has sometimes been claimed. Here, the British
Committee for the Universities of Palestine has been set up in support of that call. Academic
boycott is a particularly powerful tool. As Professor Hilary Rose put it, the academic area is to
Israel what Rugby Football was to Apartheid South Africa.

The Hall of Shame and Hall of Fame

bigcampaign.org joins other groups in celebrating the list of artists to recently cancel
appearances/engagements in Israel. We believe the cultural boycott is gaining in effect.

Recent cancellations include: Jean-Luc Godard, Bjork, Chris Cornell, Siouxie Sioux, and
Snoop Dogg.

We believe that the hard work of activists and calls issued by organizations such as PACBI
have been effective in increasing consciousness of the boycott — many other artists are
refusing to play Israel, but are doing so quietly. The next challenge is to encourage these
artists to publicly engage with the boycott. And much remains to be done.
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Artists to have recently announced upcoming concerts include: Laurie Anderson and
Mercedes Sosa.

Pass on the word... the cultural boycott is spreading.

Sample letter to send to artists/academics and othe  rs
travelling to Israel or entering into cultural coll aborations with
Israel

Dear
We are writing to ask you not to Visit ISrael to ...

This is of course a very serious request, but we make it in the name of justice for the
Palestinian people.

Israel was established on the ruins of another country, Palestine. In 1948 more than half the
population of Palestine were uprooted from their cities and villages, 400 of which were
completely destroyed. The state of Israel has never allowed Palestinian refugees to return
and today their number has reached 7 million, many of whom are still stateless, living in
refugee camps in Palestine and other Arab countries

Since its establishment the state of Israel has consistently violated international law. To date,
it has defied 246 UN Security Council Resolutions. As a direct consequence, seven million
Palestinians are excluded from the right to live on land internationally acknowledged to be
theirs; and increasingly, they are being excluded from their right to any future at all as a
nation. The 4 million Palestinians in the occupied territories have endured over 40 years of
brutal occupation and denied even the most basic Human rights. The 1.4 million who remain
in Israel are second class citizens.

The daily brutality of the Israeli army in Gaza and the West Bank continues; Palestinian land
is being stolen, houses demolished and crops destroyed. For several months now the state of
Israel has been carrying out a slow genocide in the Gaza Strip, maintaining a tight blockade
over its inhabitants. Archbishop Desmond Tutu and other prominent South Africans have
likened the situation of the Palestinians to apartheid.

The challenge of apartheid was fought with the non-violent international response of a
campaign of boycott, divestment, and sanctions. Today Palestinian artists, trade unionists,
teachers, writers, film-makers and non-governmental organisations have called for a
comparable boycott of Israel, as offering another path to a just peace, saying, “ At a time
when the international movement to isolate Israel is gaining ground in response to the
escalation of Israel's colonial and racist policies, we respectfully urge conscientious
academics, artists and intellectuals from around the world, including those who visit the
occupied Palestinian territory (OPT), to refrain from visiting Israel to participate in any event or
encounter that is not explicitly dedicated to ending Israel's illegal occupation and other forms
of oppression. Regardless of intentions, such visits only contribute to the prolongation of
injustice by normalizing and thereby legitimizing it, and inadvertently support Israel's efforts to
appear as a "normal” participant in the "civilized" world of science, scholarship and art while
at the same time practicing a pernicious form of apartheid against Palestinians.” This call has
been endorsed by some brave Israeli dissidents and many prominent international figures.

Boycott is a tactic which allows people, as distinct from their elected governments, to apply
pressure on those wielding power in an unjust way. It is directed not against people but
against oppressive and unjust policies and regimes in order to bring about change.

BY iovovininns you will be implicitly supporting war crimes, ethnic cleansing, dispossession,
and continued oppression of the Palestinian people, a people seeking to end the silence of
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the international community and achieve a just peace. The Israeli politicians and citizens see
every visit to Israel as an act of support for their policies. Every cancellation is a reminder to
them that all is not well and that there will be a price for the ongoing oppression and the
indifference for rights of Palestinian.

If you require more information about the situation in Israel and the Occupied Territories,
organisations such as Amnesty International, the World Health Organisation and the Israeli
human rights organisation B'Tselem have published detailed reports. We feel sure that, in the
light of the information available, you would not wish to lend support — however indirect and
implicit — to Israel’s policies, by attending ......

EU-Israel Association Agreement Campaign

European Elections — LOBBY THE CANDIDATES ON THE UPGRADE OF THE EU-ISRAEL
TRADE AGREEMENT

In spite of the Israeli massacres and the continuing blockade of Gaza, and despite the fact
that the last Council of Foreign Ministers halted the upgrading of EU-Israel Agreement in
December, the European Commission continues to prepare a new ACTION PLAN which will
bring Israel vital new economic, commercial and social benefits, bringing it closer than ever to
full entry into the EU Community Programmes ( see
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/israel/index_en.htm).

The freezing of the work on the Action Plan is only temporary and work could resume on May
18th at the next scheduled meeting on the EU-Israel Association Council. We therefore
urgently need to apply pressure on the present European Parliament and on the candidates
for the next one, so that the civil servants in charge of this upgrade are also put under
pressure.

We need to keep demanding the complete suspension of the 9 year old Association
Agreement on the grounds that Israel violates Article 2, which states that the ‘provisions of the
Agreement itself shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles’.

We should also be asking our MEPs to require the External Affairs Commissioner, Benita
Ferrero Waldner, to explain why the EU is continuing to work on the Action Plan with an
Israeli government that opposes the 2 state solution and the whole Annapolis peace process.
Does the Commission intend to reward the war crimes that Israel committed during Operation
Cast Lead with even greater financial benefits and closer relations with the EU? Does one
usually reward states that refuse to accept the elements that are central to Europe's declared
position? No!

We must press the EU to take this opportunity to express the outrage that European civil
society feels towards Israel in a suspension of relations with Israel until it ends it's human
rights abuses against the Palestinian people and abides by International Law.

WRITE TO MEPs and candidates for the June elections to the European Parliament (find
your MEPs at www.writetothem.com)

The Foreign Secretary

The Rt Hon David Miliband MP

House of Commons

London SW1A OAA

The European Commissioner

Ms Benita Ferrero-Waldner (fax number 003222981299, email address: benita.ferrero-
waldner@ec.europa.eu[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You must enable
javascript to see them]). Copy your letter to your MEPs.
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Veolia

Why Boycott Veolia?

Contents:
Introduction
Action so far

Important Recent Developments

Suggested Campaign Action

Addresses

Suggested Letter to leave with shops etc. you ask to switch from Veolia to another refuse
collector

Related Links and articles

Introduction

The Veolia parent company is Veolia Environnement, a French multinational. Veolia
Transport, a subsidiary of Veolia Environnement, is a leading partner in the CityPass
consortium, contracted to build a light rail tramway system linking west Jerusalem to illegal
Jewish settlements such as Pisgat Ze'ev, French Hill, Neve Ya'akov and Gilo in occupied east
Jerusalem. Once built, the rail system will help to cement Israel's hold on occupied east
Jerusalem and tie the settlements even more firmly into the State of Israel. And not only the
settlements in east Jerusalem: the project states that the “Ammunition Hill” station of the
network will operate as the feeder station for settler traffic from Ma’aleh Adumim, a large
Israeli settlement in the West Bank, and from Jewish settlements in the Jordan Valley.

The complete system is due for completion in 2020, with Veolia responsible for the operation.
The first line will open in 2010. With its involvement in this project, the company is directly
implicated in the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory and is playing a key role in Israel's
attempt to make its annexation of the Palestinian territory of east Jerusalem irreversible. As a
willing agent of these policies, Veolia is undermining any chance of a just peace for the
Palestinian people.

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the annexation of East Jerusalem
are illegal under international law. Numerous UN resolutions and the 2004 Advisory Opinion
of the International Court of Justice on the wall have confirmed this. The settlements violate

not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies” as well
as Article 53, which forbids destruction of property. These violations in some cases in east
Jerusalem amount to war crimes, i.e. “grave breaches” of the Convention, (see Articles 146
and 147), as they involve appropriation of Palestinian property not justified by military
necessity. These grave breaches are being facilitated by Veolia's participation in the
construction and future operation of the tramway serving the settlements.

In November 2006, ASN, a Dutch bank, broke off financial relations with Veolia on account of
the light rail contract. Veolia also runs Luas, Dublin's light rail system, but has been forced by
Trade Union pressure in Ireland to cancel a proposed deal to train drivers and engineers for
the Jerusalem light rail. In 2007 AFPS, a French NGO, and the PLO, started court cases in
France against Veolia Transport and Alstom, another CityPass partner, to get their contract
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for the tramway invalidated on the grounds that its aim breached the French Civil Code as
being in contradiction with public order and good morals (see
http://electronicintafada.net/v2/article9104.shtml).

Meanwhile, Veolia Environmental Services runs waste collection and recycling for several
local authorities in the UK and so provides a local target for appropriate action. It is clear from
the parent company’s annual reports and website that the company is one coherent whole
and so the misconduct of one division is the misconduct of Veolia as a whole and all divisions
and subsidiaries are implicated. Veolia Water and Veolia Transport are also UK subsidiaries.

Action so far

Lambeth and Camden PSC branches have asked their borough councils not to sign or
maintain contracts with Veolia, but have up to now been unable to counter the argument that
to simply boycott or blacklist Veolia would be illegal. Portsmouth Network Veolia Campaign
supporters have met the same response from Hampshire, Portsmouth and Southampton
councils, who also refused to ask Veolia to pull out of the tramway project. Portsmouth
Network was unsuccessful in getting the local press print letters about the issue.

Portsmouth campaigners have written to the CEO of Veolia Environmental Services UK (no
reply) and also John Gummer, Chairman of Veolia Water UK, and a Conservative politician.
Gummer replied, concluding “Veolia Environnement will continue to look closely at the issues
surrounding this matter”. Campaigners have also urged managers of ethical funds to avoid
investing in Veolia, and local shops to switch their rubbish collection contracts from Veolia to
another supplier.

Important Recent Developments

A lawyer from Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights (LPHR) has overseen significant
research that makes a strong legal case for local authorities excluding Veolia Environmental
Services from bidding for local authority contracts. This will enable campaigners to challenge
local authorities with compelling arguments based on the current law, primarily the Public
Contracts Regulations 2006.

The main points of the legal argument are:

The Veolia Group is one commercial entity, so any part of it is implicated in the
misconduct of any other part.

Under the Public Contract Regulations 2006 a company may be excluded from
bidding if it has “committed an act of grave misconduct in the course of its business”.
Through Veolia Transport’s participation in the CityPass consortium project, the
whole Veolia Group, including its subsidiary Veolia Environmental Services, is
implicated in facilitating Israel’s violation of Articles 49 and 53 of the 4th Geneva
Convention. These violations in some cases in east Jerusalem amount to grave
breaches of the Convention (i.e. war crimes).

The UK'’s Office of Government Commerce cites examples of grave misconduct
sufficient to exclude companies from contracts, including transgressions relating to
labour rights, health and safety, and the environment. Facilitating serious and far-
reaching breaches of international law, including war crimes, is at least as serious
misconduct as the examples cited.

Veolia also violates international standards specifically established for business:

The OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises (2000) state that enterprises
should “Respect the human rights of those affected by their activities consistent with
the host government’s international obligations and commitments”. The Palestinians’
land is illegally taken to build the tramway and they have to endure illegal settlements
planted in their midst.
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The UN Global Compact (2000), of which Veolia is a member, states that businesses
should support and respect the protection of international human rights within their
spheres of influence, and make sure they are not complicit in human rights abuses.

Violation of these international standards also amount to grave misconduct. (The conduct
does not have to be illegal, let alone criminal, to be grave).

It is hoped that a legal challenge will soon be mounted to stop a local authority renewing its
contract with Veolia.

Once the Solicitor’s initial letter has been drafted it will be made available to campaigners so
they can adapt it for use to challenge local authorities themselves. Councils without contracts
with Veolia could be asked to exclude them from any future bidding; those with contracts due
for renewal in the next year or two could be asked not to renew them; and those with long
term contracts might even be asked to terminate them.

If they do not give a satisfactory response, legal action could be the next move. Irrespective
of the outcome, legal action itself will be a significant opportunity for creating greater public
awareness of Israel’s violations of international law.

Campaign Action to Take

Challenge Local Authorities (see above).

Write to the CEOs or Chairpersons of Veolia Environmental Services UK, Veolia
Water UK and Veolia Transport UK, asking them to get the parent company, Veolia
Environnement to withdraw Veolia Transport from the CityPass Consortium and the
Jerusalem tramway project. (see below for addresses)

Write to the Managers of ethical unit trusts and OEICs urging them not to invest
funds in any Veolia or Alstom company. Alstom are also part of the Citypass
consortium and build the trams. (see below for addresses)

Visit local shops and businesses with Veolia Environmental Services, Onyx or
Cleanaway rubbish skips (all belonging to Veolia Environmental Services), give them
an explanatory letter and ask them to switch to another rubbish collection firm. For
those that are part of a chain, with rubbish contracts controlled centrally, write to head
offices asking them to switch. Do the same with churches and church halls, mosques
etc. (See below for sample letters and some addresses of chains).

Publicize the issue and your action in the Media

Follow up your actions, e.g. write again if no reply, revisit shops if they don’t switch
rubbish contracts.

Inform PSC ( info@palestinecampaign.org[Email addresses are hidden using
javascript. You must enable javascript to see them]) about action taken.

Addresses (Ask for reply by email and forward answers to PSC)

CEOs or Chairpersons of Veolia Companies in UK
Mr. Jean Dominique-Mallet, Chief Executive Officer

Veolia Environmental Services UK

Veolia House

154 Pentonville Road, London N1 9PE

Mr. John O’Brien, Chairman

Veolia Transport UK

37-41 Old Queen Street

London SW1H 9JA

info@veolia-transport.co.uk[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You must enable
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javascript to see them]

The Rt Hon. John S. Gummer, MP, Chairman
Veolia Water UK

37-41 Old Queen Street

London SW1H 9JA

information@veoliawater.co.uk[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You must

enable javascript to see them]

Ethical Unit Trusts and OEICs

(Address to The Investment Manager. Where funds are on different lines below, contact

separately as they probably have different managers. )

F&C Stewardship Income and Growth Funds
F&C Stewardship International Fund

F&C Investments, Exchange House
Primrose Street

London EC2A 2NY

Insight European Ethical Fund
Insight Evergreen Fund

33 Old Broad Street

London EC2N 1HZ

Norwich Sustainable Future European Growth Fund
Norwich Sustainable Future Absolute Growth Fund
Norwich Sustainable Future Global Growth Fund
Norwich Sustainable Future Managed Fund

PO Box 530

York YO90 1WA

Henderson Global Care Growth Fund
Henderson Global Care Managed Fund
National Provident House

55 Calverley Road

Tunbridge Wells TN1 2UE

Jupiter Ecology Fund
PO Box 300, West Malling ME19 4YY

Neptune Green Planet Fund
1 Hammersmith Grove
London W6 DNB

SJP Ethical Fund

St James Place UK Ltd
St James Place House
Dollar Street
Cirencester GL7 2AQ

Some businesses, etc., with multiple premises, usin
collect their waste (as of Oct 2007).

PDSA, Head Office
Whitechapel Way
Prioslee

Telford TF2 9PQ

g Veolia Environmental Services to

25



Alliance Boots

Sedley Place

4th Floor, 361 Oxford Street
London W1C2JL

Cooks The Bakery
Head Office

4-5 The Quadrangle
Cranmore Avenue
Solihull B90 4LE

Fuller Smith and Turner
Griffin Brewery
Chiswick Lane South
Chiswick

London W42QB

Suggested letter to leave with shops etc. you askt o switch
from Veolia to another refuse collector:

Your Contract with Veolia Environmental Services (a  Iso trading as, or owners of, Onyx
and Cleanaway)

This is to let you know how the parent company of Veolia Environmental Services, the
company handling your waste collection, is facilitating Israel’s violations of the Geneva
Convention and international law in the occupied Palestinian territories. After reading this you
may want to consider choosing another company to collect your waste.

The Veolia parent company is Veolia Environnement, a French multinational. Veolia
Transport, a subsidiary of Veolia Environnement, is a leading partner in the CityPass
consortium, contracted to build a light rail tramway system linking Israel to illegal Jewish
settlements in occupied east Jerusalem. Once built, the rail system will help to cement
Israel's hold on occupied east Jerusalem and tie the settlements even more firmly into the
State of Israel.

The complete system is due for completion in 2020, with Veolia responsible for the operation.
The first line will open in 2010. With its involvement in this project, the company is playing a
key role in Israel's attempt to make its annexation of the Palestinian territory of east
Jerusalem irreversible. As a willing agent of these policies, Veolia is undermining any chance
of a just peace for the Palestinian people.

According to the Fourth Geneva Convention an occupying power is not allowed to annex
territory, as Israel has purported to do in East Jerusalem, or drastically change the
infrastructure in the territory it occupies (except for the benefit of the occupied population). It
is also not allowed to move its population into the occupied territory, as Israel has done with
its settlements. The British Government does not recognise Israel’s annexation of East
Jerusalem and it has repeatedly stated its view that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem
and the West Bank contravene international law. The International Court of Justice in 2004
confirmed that Israel is an occupying power in East Jerusalem and the West Bank and that
building the settlements (and the Wall) in occupied Palestinian territories is illegal. The
International Court made clear that states should not do anything to assist Israel in its
unlawful settlement activities. Yet Veolia is involved in building and operating a tramline that
runs through the occupied Palestinian territories and sustains the settlements.

In November 2006, ASN, a Dutch bank, broke off financial relations with Veolia on account of
the light rail contract. Veolia also runs Luas, Dublin's light rail system, and has been forced
by Trade Union pressure to cancel a proposed deal to train drivers and engineers for the
Jerusalem light rail. ASN stated “We believe that Veolia’s involvement in the light rail project
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is not in accordance with the UN’s demand to stop all support for Israel’s settlement activities,
and is therefore not in line with ASN Bank’s social criteria. Due to the direct nature of Veolia’s
involvement (through a 5 % stake in the consortium and as future operator) we are of the
opinion that Veolia’s activities in Jerusalem are in conflict with UN Resolutions. Therefore on
this current information Veolia will be removed from our investment universe.”

In the light of the information above, you may feel that you do not want to be associated with
the Veolia Group. If your contract with them gives you the right to terminate in such
circumstances | urge you to do so and to tell them why. You may also wish to write to the
parent company, Veolia Environnement, asking them to terminate their contract for the
Jerusalem light rail tramway.

The address of Veolia Environnement is:
Veolia Environnement

36-38 Avenue Kleber

75116 Paris

France

(Tel: 0033 17175 0000
Fax: 003317175 1045)
Yours sincerely,

(Signed either by the person contacting the shop manager, or the campaign supporter in the
area with the best knowledge of the issue, in both cases with telephone number)

Related Links and Articles:

Time to hold Veolia to account, by Adri Nieuwhof and Daniel Machover, 10 February 2009

Consolidation of Jerusalem annexation continues with light rail, 02-07-07

PLO takes Veolia Transport and Alstom to court in France, 20-11-07

Jerusalem Town Planning Scheme 2000

Technical details of the light rail project

The Light Rail System divides the city of Jerusalem, 09-05-08

http://stopthewall.org/factsheets/1047.shtml

Lambeth & Wandswoth PSC leaflet on Veolia

Jerusalem's Apartheid Tramway - Le Monde

Electronic Intifada investigates Veolia and Connex's links to Apartheid Israel

Irish Union Refusing to Train Israeli Tram Drivers — workers in Dublin will not train Israeli
drivers to work on illegal settlements more

ASN Bank divests from Veolia after boycott call more, Ha aretz Article

Support the Stop the Wall call to Stop Connex and Alstrom developing settlement
infrastructure in Jerusalem
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Action Alert: Ask Veolia advisors to take a stand for Justice in Palestine!

Palestinian call against Connex & Alstom

Isolate Israel - Campaign for justice! By Adri Nieuwhof

The Israel Veolia "Connexxion"By Adri Nieuwhof

First Bank decides to Divest! Dutch Civil Society challenges investments in the Occupation

Connex Ireland forced to cancel contract with Occupation

Challenging Tramways of Apartheid - Swiss activists block Connex shuttle run

International experts urged to withdraw from Veolia Institute

Lev Leviev

In 1996 Lev Leviev bought the controlling share of the company Africa-Israel, which owns
numerous subsidiary companies including Danya Cebus, which carries out settlement
construction in the Occupied West Bank. Leviev and his brother in-law Daviv Eliashov also
own the company LIDAR, which is building the Zufim settlement.

The settlement projects that Leviev is building of Mattityahu East in Modi’in lllit, and of Zufim,
Maale Adumim and Har Homa are all central to Israel’'s efforts to seize control of and annex
strategic areas of the West Bank, taking water and key agricultural areas, carving up
Palestinian areas of the West Bank into isolated enclaves, and rendering any future
Palestinian state unviable. Almost all of the settlements that Leviev built or is building are
located west of the route planned for Israel’s wall, in the settlement blocs that Israel, with aims
to annex. Indeed, there is clear evidence, according to Israeli human rights organizations like
B'Tselem and Bimkom that the wall's path deep within the West Bank was drawn with the
intention of facilitating the expansion of these settlements.

In addition Leviev is also one of the world’'s major diamond retailers. In September, 2007 The
Sunday Times in London reported that one of its reporters was offered a Burmese ruby for
sale at Leviev’'s London store, possibly “blood rubies” used to finance Myanmar’s military
junta. Leviev was warned by the EU to stop doing business with Burma or face sanctions.

History of Campaign
Background

In November, Adalah-NY: The Coalition for Justice in the Middle East began a Boycott
Campaign against Leviev asking him to stop building illegal settlements in Occupied
Palestine. Leviev is especially pertinent is New York where some of his development activities
have affected local residents. Adalah-NY has held several demonstrations at Leviev’'s
Manhattan store, garnering international attention.

Protests/Actions

Protest at Store Opening — New York

Christmas Carol Protest (2) — New York

Valentine’s Day Protest — New York and London
Land Day Protest — New York

Mother’s Day Action

Leafleting at Leviev Buildings — Apthorp in New York
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Media Pressure

Susan Sarandon

UNICEF

Dubai Stores

produce own media - videos and articles

Effectiveness

Leviev is an ideal BDS target for many reasons — high profile, highly visible with diamond
stores, relatively uncontroversial to boycott — profits from illegal settlements Interest by
various media outlets both political and business oriented

Resources

Boycott Calls/On Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions

UK companies and Israeli settlements — report from SOAS February 2009

Video of Lambeth & Wandsworth PSC demonstrating in Brixton on the BIG
day of action

The Call from Palestinian Civil Society for Boycott Divestment and Sanctions
against Israel until it Complies With International Humanitarian Law

Palestinian trade unions call for boycott, divestment and sanctions

Stop the Wall Presentation - Intro to Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions

Stop Arming Israel

Stop Arming Israel - PDF of PSC/Campaign Against the Arms Trade postcard

List of Companies known to Supply weapons to Israel
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Table of arms exports 1999 - 2007 (CAAT)

Arms exports and Collaborations between the UK and Israel (CAAT 2005)

Arming the Occupation - 2004 report by Campaign Against the Arms trade
CAAT

Boycott Israeli Goods

Developments in Imports of Israeli Products into the EU (Jordan Valley
Solidarity Report)

Boycott Israeli Goods Postcard (for copies email
boycott@palestinecampaign.orq)

Boycott Israeli Goods Flyer (for copies email boycott@ palestinecampaign.orq)

Stop the Wall Boycott Stickers

Boycott and Sanctions Sticker

Photos of the 'Fair Play for the Palestinians' Vigil against the England-Israel
Euro 2008 Qualifier at Wembley:

Photos of the Vigil on Indymedia

Flyer for the Day of Action (PDF)

Caterpillar

Caterpillar demo at the G8 in Germany

CATerpillar - The Alternative Report - War on Want Publication

Connex

Stop the Wall - Stop Connex and Alstrom

Exploitation of the Jordan Valley

Stop the Wall Flashpoint - Our Struggle for Existence in the Jordan Valley

Palestine Solidarity Campaign: The Israeli Annexation of the Jordan Valley
(copies available from boycott@palestinecampaign.org)

Stop the Wall Factsheet - The Jordan Valley Under Occupation
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Companies Profiting from the Occupation

War on Want - Profiting From the Occupation

Video

More4 news report on settlement produce labelling

Where have all the flowers come from? -- YouTube video of Carmel Agrexco
action during climate camp view

YouTube one minute video of the 2006 Coalition Against Israeli Apartheid
Conference in Canada view

Film Night at Leveiv NY, 21/01/08 view

Links
Palestinian Campaigning groups on BDS
Stop the Wall — Resource for the international BDS Campaign

BDS Palestine — Palestinian Site to collate signatories for the BDS Call

BDS Movement — A resource for the Global BDS movement

Jordan Valley Solidarity — Site highlighting companies profiting from the
occupation of the Jordan Valley

Alternative Information Centre — Joint Israeli/Palestinan anti-occupation
organisation calling for BDS

Independent Palestinian Media on the Movement

Electronic Intifada

Independent Middle East Media Centre

International Solidarity Movement

Academic/Cultural Boycott

Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel

Campaigning groups on BDS in England, Wales and Sco  tland

Palestine Solidarity Campaign
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Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign

International Solidarity Movement London

War on Want

Friends of Al Agsa

Academic/Cultural Boycott

British Commitee for the Universities of Palestine

Medical Boycott of Israel

Boycott the Israeli Medical Association — UK based network of medical
practitioners calling for a boycott of the IMA

Construction Industry Boycott

Architects and Planners for Justice in Palestine

Anti Arms

Campaign Against the Arms Trade

Stop Arming Israel

Smash EDO — Campaign against EDO MBM, Brighton based arms company
supplying components for the Israeli f-15 and f-16

Disarm DSEI — Campaign to shut down DSEI, Europe's largest arms fair,
held every two years in the EXCEL Centre in Docklands, London

Other European Campaigning groups on BDS
European Jews for a Just Peace — EJJP calls for 'boycott and information

campaigns on companies, institutions, organisations and individuals that profit
from involvement in the occupation’. EJJP also call for an arms embargo.

International Campaigning groups on BDS
Tadamon — Canadian based group supporting BDS

Coalition Against Israeli Apartheid — Canadian Group Calling for BDS

Adalah-NY — New York based Coalition for Justice in the Middle East
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Israeli Campaigning groups on BDS

The WhoProfits Project, The Coalition of Women for Peace. A database of

Israeli products and companies

Israeli Coalition Against House Demolitions — Callls for selective divestment

from companies profiting from the occupation.

Alternative Information Centre — Joint Israeli/Palestinan anti-occupation

organisation calling for BDS.

Gush Shalom — Calls for a boycott of settlement produce.

Some news from BIG campaign, please read
through as there is more useful information

Contact
Email; info@bigcampaign.org

Tel - 020 7700 6192

Boycott Israeli Goods Campaign
Box BM PSA

London

WCI1N 3XX

UK

23 Apr 2009

31 Mar 2009

What do you call that herb?

Settlement goods

BBC article on the labelling of settlement produce
Jerusalem Diary: 31 March

Not all consumers are the same. Not all supermarket
about price, or freshness, or brand. Some also care
product came.

Since | wrote about labelling of produce from the W
November, several people got in touch to tell me th

mystified by supermarket food, labelled as produce
Did that mean produce of Israeli settlements or Pal

shoppers care just
about from where a

est Bank, in
at they had been

of the "West Bank".
estinian farms?
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On Tuesday, the British government is chairing a me

the issue.

A spokesman from the Department of the Environment,
ster Gordon Brown from

Affairs said that it follows a letter to Prime Mini
the charity Oxfam.

The spokesman was keen to stress that this was not
"consultation”, but a "roundtable meeting" with ret
some government departments, called as a result of
discuss whether it might be feasible to provide con
information.

Mike Bailey, from the Oxfam office in Jerusalem, wa
"We're concerned about two aspects: that Israeli co
farming or extracting minerals from the West Bank a
Palestinians the chance to use these natural resour
of the Geneva Convention on occupation; and that if
clearly labelled, consumers are denied the opportun
informed choice, so they may unwittingly be support
occupation.”

What is more, Mike Bailey says, a new trading law m

specific labelling a legal requirement, rather than

The European Union's Unfair Commercial Practices Di

transposed into British law last year. According to
directive "makes it illegal to withhold material in
consumers in their decision-making."

TURNING OFF ISRAEL

Israeli manufacturers say that they are already fee
informal boycott. A private survey carried out by t
Association of Israel has identified a huge decline
exports. That has been caused, in large part, by th
slump. But one in five exporters said that "being |
problems". In this case, the problem stems from the
Gaza. An official from the Association, who asked n
because the publicity had not been helpful, said th
every so often” - during wars, or Palestinian upris
though, that if people wanted to boycott Israeli go
find it difficult to be consistent:

"You should probably shut down your computer becaus

has come from the Intel plant at Qiryat Gat; you sh

cellphone because Nokia and Sony use Israeli-design

will have to end your Powerpoint presentation becau
stick was developed in Israel.”

eting in London on

Food and Rural

a formal
ailers, a charity, and
"public concern”, to
sumers with more

s more explicit:
mpanies which are
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ing an illegal
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05 Apr 2009
Aldi cons consumers by passing off Israeli fruit as from Cyprus

Consumer boycott
From the Cyprus Mall

Cyprus checking out Israeli fruit con
By Nathan Morley

http://www.cyprus-mail.com/news/main.php?id=44962

COMMERCE Minister Antonis Paschalides is looking in  to a humiliating
blunder by a leading EU supermarket chain after it sold tons of Israeli
fruit as "Produce of Cyprus", he said yesterday.

German-owned Aldi were left red-faced when they adm itted to the
Cyprus Mail that they had effectively misled thousa nds of Irish
consumers by falsely labeling Israeli grapefruit as Cypriot produce.

Paschalides said yesterday he was looking into are  port prepared by the
Cyprus Embassy in Dublin about the deception.

Some Irish consumers even said they would boycott C yprus produce
until they knew it was genuinely Cypriot. The prosp ect could be
damaging for Cypriot citrus growers.

"l have heard about this and have received the repo  rts which | will study
and am looking into the matter. | take these report s very seriously and
will act accordingly,” Paschalides told the Cyprus Mail yesterday.

In a new twist yesterday, a photo was sent through from Ireland showing
a box of 'easy peelers' pink grapefruit on sale at Irish supermarket giant
Dunnes Stores. The label under the box says '‘Cyprus ' but the individual
fruit have Jaffa stickers on them, which clearly id entifies them Israeli
produce.

A spokesman at Dunnes Stores yesterday told the Cyp  rus Mail there
was no one there to comment.

Sotos A. Liassides, the Cypriot Ambassador to Dubli n, told the Cyprus
Mail on Tuesday that the Aldi 'blunder' had been co  rrected, but added
that he would be keeping a close eye on the situati  on.

"Yes they have removed it. This has also been confi  rmed by my
sources. The good news is that you can find genuine Cypriot grapefruit
at shops such as Tesco, and you will see the colour is a little more
yellow, and of course it is not marked Jaffa," he s aid.
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On learning of the Aldi blunder, Liassides sent an urgent report to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to the Ministry of Commerce in Nicosia.

The EU states that the control of correct labelling is the task of member
states' national control authorities such as food i nspection bodies or
market surveillance authorities.

Aldi apologised to its customers two weeks ago afte r Irish shoppers
uncovered the scam, which Aldi called a ‘packaging error'. The chain
blamed the supplier, who is understood to be in Isr aeli company.

One such consumer, Tommy Donlan, took a series of p  hotographs of
the grapefruit, which showed those packages labelle d 'Cyprus Produce’
still had tiny circular stickers on the exterior of the fruit marked 'Carmel'-
a citrus region of Israel.

"Aldi knew what they were doing and that is trying to shift unwanted
Israeli stock as being from Cyprus," Donlan said.

The decision to pass off the Israeli fruit as Cypri ot appears to have come
after a widespread boycott of Israeli goods in the aftermath of Israel's
invasion into Gaza in December.

Since then, shoppers across Ireland especially, hav e been turning their
backs on Israeli products such as fruit, vegetables and electronics.

Reports in the Israeli press this week said some 20 per cent of the
country's exports had been affected by the boycott.

Copyright C Cyprus Mail 2009

Scottish TUC commits decisively for Boycott, Divest ment & Sanctions

Trade Unions and Boycott

Scotland today joined Ireland and South Africa when the Scottish Trade Union
Congress, representing every Scottish trade union, voted overwhelmingly to
commit to boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel.

This is the third example of a national trade union federation committing to
BDS and is a clear indication that, while Israel can kill Palestinians with
impunity and Western support, it has lost the battle for world public opinion. It
is now seen to be a state born out of ethnic cleansing and still expanding
through the violent dispossession of the Palestinian people.

Speaker after speaker expressed intense anger at Israel’s butchery of 1,300
Palestinians in Gaza over the New Year, as well as the much longer history of
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Israeli ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. The vote followed a visit to
Israel/Palestine by an STUC Delegation in March which heard from a wide
range of trade union and other bodies and returned with a unanimous
recommendation that the parent body adopt BDS.

The STUC move to a position of BDS followed debate on the Delegation
report with affiliated unions as well as consultations across Scotland. There
were written and oral submissions from Zionist as well as human rights
bodies.

The commitment to BDS was made despite aggressive lobbying by Zionist
groups, including an absurd warning that a commitment to active support for
Palestinian human rights would lead to attacks on Scottish Jews, and the
parachuting into Scotland of the Histadrut's Head of Communications from
Israel.

The STUC’s new position is a dramatic breakthrough which has the potential
to greatly accelerate the boycott campaign already underway in Scotland
against, for example, Israeli companies and sporting or cultural visits. The
Scottish Government earlier in the year yielded to public concerns and
cancelled a trade delegation to Israel.

It will also make easier the task of building a mass boycott campaign across
the land surface of Scotland, in every town and small community, in every
supermarket and every sporting and cultural event.

Israel’'s New Year mountain of corpses in Gaza, together with its frequent
murder of unarmed civilians across Palestine was only the latest in a long
series of Israeli massacres. We may be unable to stop the next one, but our
job of building the sort of mass BDS campaign that can confront Israeli
violence with a countervailing force has just become easier. An aroused world
opinion is increasingly ready to ensure that all don’t die in vain.

We can only offer hope to the hard-pressed Palestinians that their freedom is
coming, however long Israel and its allies work to delay it.

Speaking prior to the debate, STUC General Secretary, Grahame Smith, said:
“The STUC General Council is recommending support for boycott and calls
for sanctions against Israel because of its attacks on the human rights of
Palestinian people and its breaches of international laws.

Mr Smith continued: “On our recent visit to Israel and Palestine we witnessed
the human rights violations experienced by ordinary Palestinians on a daily
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basis. We saw how restrictions on movement and checkpoints prevent people
from going to work, to school and to visit their families — even when they are
sick and dying.”

“We heard powerful arguments from the Palestinian Human Rights
Organisation, Al-Haq, outlining how Israel is in breach of the Geneva
Conventions, and the need for other signatories to international laws to hold
Israel to account.”

“Our delegation also met with the leadership of Israeli trade union centre,
Histadrut, and the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions. The STUC
has carefully considered the complex issues involved, and we believe that we
have a moral obligation to show solidarity to Palestinian people.” Read full
STUC Press Release

View the STUC General Council Recommendation on BDS passed at
Congress today in Perth. The significant paragraphs are:

6.1 The General Council is recommending that Congress should take
a position of:

supporting boycotts and disinvestments against Israel,
calling for sanctions against Israel,
encouraging positive investments in the occupied territories.

6.6 The STUC acknowledges its relationship with both PGFTU and Histadrut
and supports the development of a constructive dialogue between them. The
STUC will explain its position on BDS to Histadrut, and will, over the next 12
months, raise with them Histadrut positions in relation to Gaza and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The STUC will review its relationship with
Histadrut in this context.

23 Apr 2009

Canadian musician Leonard Cohen urged to cancel Isr  ael concert

Cultural Boycott

Open letter, British Committee for the Universities of Palestine, 22 April 2009
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The following is an open letter from the British Committee for the Universities
of Palestine to Canadian musician Leonard Cohen:

Dear Leonard Cohen:

Your songs have been part of the soundtrack of our lives -- like breathing,
some of them. But we can't make sense of why you've decided to perform in
Israel in September this year.

If we understand anything about Buddhism -- your practice of which is public
knowledge -- it's that Buddhism advocates "right action.”" We accept that this
precept, like the injunction to "love thy neighbor as thyself," is probably
honored more in the breach than the observance. But we can't believe you
didn't weigh up performing in Israel in the light of "right action.” And apparently
you've decided that it's right to take your unavoidably starry and very
newsworthy presence there.

But what does this say to the Palestinians? If you had just emerged from three
weeks of unfettered bombing from land, sea and air, with no place to hide and
no place to run, your hospitals overwhelmed, sewage running in the streets
and white phosphorous burning up your children, what would the news that
the great Canadian musician Leonard Cohen had decided to play for your
tormentors say to you?

You will perform for a public that by a very large majority had no qualms about
its military forces' onslaught on Gaza (in fact wanted it to continue). You will
perform in a state whose propaganda services will extract every ounce of
mileage from your presence (they will use it to whitewash their war crimes).
As someone who lives in the US, you are saying "yah boo sucks" to the
American academics, musicians, filmmakers and others (including poet
Adrienne Rich), who earlier this year launched the US Campaign for the
Academic & Cultural Boycott of Israel. And you are telling the Palestinians --
who had nothing whatsoever to do with the Holocaust in Europe but have
endured the torments of exile and military occupation ever since they were
driven out of their country in 1948 -- that their suffering doesn't matter.

Have you come across an Israeli woman called Dr. Nurit Peled-Elhanan? She
lost her 13-year-old daughter to a Palestinian suicide bomber in 1997, but Dr.
Peled -- showing the compassionate greatness of which human beings are
sometimes capable -- didn't retreat into rage, revenge or depression. Instead
she co-founded an Israeli-Palestinian network called "Bereaved Parents for
Peace." When the 10-year-old daughter of a Palestinian colleague was shot
and killed by an Israeli soldier, Peled said: "I sit with her mother Salwa and try
to say, 'We are all victims of occupation.' But my daughter's murderer had the
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decency to kill himself. The soldier who killed Abir is probably drinking beer,
playing backgammon with his mates and going to discotheques."

Or going to a Leonard Cohen concert in Ramat Gan. Is this really what you
want to be part of?

Yours sincerely,

Professor Haim Bresheeth
Mike Cushman

Professor Hilary Rose
Professor Jonathan Rosenhead

Bloomsbury Theatre Cancels Zionist Event After prot ests

Cultural Boycott
From the Guardian

Outrage over Israeli It Ain't Half Hot Mum-style sh owCritics condemn
London show featuring Israeli Defence Force dance t roupe as 'ghoulish
and retrograde’

An Israeli Defence Force song-and-dance troupe is to perform in London at a
show to commemorate the founding of Israel, provoking anger among groups
that campaign for the rights of Palestinians.

The IDF group was likened by the event organisers, the Zionist Federation, to
the troupe portrayed in the 1970s BBC comedy It ain't Half Hot Mum-— but not
everyone sees the funny side.

Human rights groups accused the IDF of committing war crimes during the
three-week invasion of the Gaza Strip, which began in December —
allegations denied by the Israeli government — and the army is the subject of a
UN investigation.

"This is akin to singing and dancing on the graves of the 400 Palestinian
children that the IDF was responsible for killing in January,” said Chris Doyle,
the director of the Council for Arab-British Understanding.
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"We should not be permitting a dance troupe from an army currently under a
UN investigation for possible war crimes to be coming to the United Kingdom.
It is sick."

The family show, an annual event run by ZF, was due to be held at the
Bloomsbury theatre in central London but was moved to a new venue, which
is being kept under wraps, after the Bloomsbury pulled out last week on
discovering that the IDF troupe was on the bill.

"Obviously we couldn't have them perform here,” said a theatre
spokeswoman. A number of groups had contacted the Bloomsbury theatre to
protest about the show.

Dan Judelson, from Jews for Justice for Palestinians, which claims to be the
UK's largest Jewish peace group, described the event as "ghoulish and
retrograde".

"The Zionist Federation, with their support for the occupation of Palestinian
land, seem massively insensitive to the reactions of most people, who want
an equitable settlement for Israelis and Palestinians alike and who will be
appalled by the involvement of the IDF in such an event,” he said.

Yael Khan, from Islington Friends of Yibna (a Gaza refugee camp), said: "It's
grotesque to think that they would invite the Israeli army to perform in London
after the massacre in Gaza."

She said protests would be directed to the new venue once it was identified.

A new poster on the ZF website for the event makes no mention of the IDF
troupe but a ZF spokesman confirmed it would be performing. He refused to
reveal the new location for the event — advertised on the poster as in north
London.

"We don't want it spoilt by a group of people who transfer from a climate camp
celebration to an animal rights protest to a dance troupe protest,” he said.

"How sad that once again a small group of people have politicised an arts and
culture event. Freedom of expression has become selective in this country.”

19 Apr 2009

As UN Blocks Palestine-Related Side Events at Durba n Review
Conference
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General

Palestinian Civil Society Launches “Israel Review Conference” in Geneva on
the Eve of Durban Review

As UN Blocks Palestine-Related Side Events at Durban Review Conference
Palestinian Civil Society Launches “Israel Review C  onference” in
Geneva on the Eve of Durban Review

18 April 2009

Representing over 170 Palestinian civil society organizations, the Palestinian
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions National Committee (BNC) launches its
Israel Review Conference under the title: “United Against Apartheid,
Colonialism and Racism: Justice and Dignity for the Palestinian People.” The
conference takes place in Geneva between the 17th and 18th of April 2009 on
the eve of the United Nation’s Durban Review Conference.

At the conference, internationally renowned legal experts, researchers,
academics, and activists from five continents will discuss legal strategies to
hold Israel accountable for its illegal policies and practices of racial
discrimination. Participants at the conference are also scheduled to discuss
strategies for linking global struggles against racism, and concrete steps to
challenge Israeli apartheid within the framework of the rapidly growing global
movement calling for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel
until it complies with international law.

“The Israel Review Conference has received added importance in recent
weeks since the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) banned side events examining the Israeli regime at the official
Durban Review Conference” explains Rania Madi, one of the Israel Review
Conference organizers based in Geneva. “Despite the fact that Israel’s racism
against Palestinians has been one of the most highlighted issues in the lead-
up to the Durban Review, the BNC's Israel Review Conference has become
the only place where this issue will actually be discussed”

“The only justification for preventing side-events discussing racism faced by
Palestinians is that UN officials want to avoid offending Israeli sensibilities and
those of its allies, such as the US and Canada,” states Ingrid Jaradat
Gassner, Director of the Badil Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and
Refugee Rights, a member-organization of the BNC. “This is especially
troubling because Palestinians were identified as victims of racism at the
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original Durban Conference in 2001, and the effects of Israel’s racist regime
against Palestinian have only worsened since then” says Ms. Jaradat
Gassner.

Despite the OHCHR'’s complete ban on any mention of Palestine and
Palestinians at the Conference and at side-events, those parties who are
boycotting the Conference have maintained their boycott. Ms. Jaradat
Gassner commented that “it would seem that by trying to appease Israel and
its allies, the UN diluted its message against racism without the added benefit
of the presence of those parties.”

Press Contacts:

Rania Madi (+41) 79-605-3905 [French, Arabic, English]

Ingrid Gassner Jaradat (+41) 78-918-8391 [English, German, Arabic]
For more information on the conference visit
http://israelreview.bdsmovement.net

17 Apr 2009

French Court to Hear Israeli Tram Case

Veolia

French court takes up the case against Alstom SA and Veolia Environnement
contracted by Israel to build a tram line that runs deep into East Jerusalem
from West Jerusalem.

French Court to Hear Israeli Tram Case

By DAVID GAUTHIER-VILLARS

PARIS

Palestinian lobby groups that contest Israel's authority over East Jerusalem
have found they might be helped via an unexpected route: a French court.

The court decided to take up the case against French companies contracted

by Israel to build a tram line that runs deep into East Jerusalem from West
Jerusalem.
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A Franco-Palestinian human-rights association challenged the companies'
participation, arguing that the line is designed to consolidate Israeli control
over Arab districts seized after the Six-Day War in 1967. Most Israelis regard
East Jerusalem as part of Israel's undivided capital.

The group, Association France-Palestine Solidarité, filed the complaint
against Alstom SA and Veolia Environnement SA two years ago, arguing that
the 8.3-mile project violates international law because East Jerusalem isn't
sovereign Israeli territory. About half of the line is already built.

Veolia and Alstom quickly responded to the complaint by saying that the
Nanterre court had no jurisdiction over the case and that the association's
claims were groundless.

An official of the tribunal of Nanterre near Paris said the court ruled late
Wednesday that it does have jurisdiction in the case. The tribunal, however,
rejected on technical grounds a request by the Palestine Liberation
Organization to be a co-plaintiff, the court official said. PLO representatives
didn't return calls seeking comment.

Now the court will start looking into the substance of the complaint unless
Alstom and Veolia exercise their right to appeal within one month. The
companies both said they had been notified of the ruling, and an Alstom
spokesman added the company will take time to study the ruling before
deciding whether to appeal.

"The tribunal has backed our arguments; it's a positive step,” said the
association's secretary-general, Sylviane de Wangen.

Alstom and Veolia -- along with Israeli partners -- are part of a consortium that
first won the Jerusalem tramway contract in 2002. Alstom is providing cars
and laying the track, while Veolia is due to operate the system for 30 years.
The French and Israeli partners first struggled to secure financing for the $1
billion tram route, which straddles the old East-West boundary known as the
"Green Line."

Write to David Gauthier-Villars at David.Gauthier-Villars@wsj.com

15 Apr 2009
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**Settlement Expansion and Ethnic Cleansing in Pale  stine: Jordan
Valley Tour 2009**

Settlement goods

From 12th — 19th June 2009 community representatives from the Jordan
Valley in occupied Palestine will be touring the UK and Europe.

If your organisation would like to meet members of the tour, or you would like
to arrange a meeting in your area, please contact us as soon as possible,
stating any dates or speakers that you would prefer.

They will speak about:

the impact of settlement expansion and ethnic cleansing on their own
communities

how they are organising to resist it by bringing communities together,
local building projects, direct action and legal challenges.

The tour is being hosted by:

Brighton Tubas Friendship and Solidarity Group, which has been
working with communities in Tubas and the Jordan Valley since May
2006

Jordan Valley Solidarity which is focussing attention on this largely
forgotten area of the West Bank, building international support and
supporting communities on the ground

We will be highlighting the Israeli State’s gradual annexation of the Jordan
Valley (which is 28% of the West Bank) by expanding its illegal settlements
and trying to drive Palestinians from their land through house demolitions,
movement restrictions, curfews, arbitrary arrest and detention, land
confiscations, denial of access to water, electricity, health and education.

The tour will be launched by a Day School on Sunday 14th June at the
Friends Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton.

The provisional list of speakers for the tour is:
**Abu Sakkr from Al Hadidiya: a stalwart of this small Bedouin Community
that has been subjected to house demolitions, confiscation and destruction of

their water tanks, threats and intimidation on a regular basis since 1997.

**Yusif Zbeidat, the Head Teacher of Fasayil Community School: Brighton
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Tubas Friendship and Solidarity Group and the local community in Upper
Fasayil worked together, in direct defiance of Israel’s refusal to allow
Palestinians to build, renovate or repair any structures in this area. Through a
combination of resilience and campaigning the community won their small
battle, and the village children no longer have to walk to the next village to go
to school. This has inspired other projects that are now developing in the
Jordan Valley to rebuild demolished houses, build health clinics, and create
children’s playgrounds.

**Furik from Al Farisiya: Furik lives in yet another village that is surrounded by
illegal Israeli settlements and is under direct threat of extermination. He has
spent most of his adult life working in Israeli settlements, on low wages with
no basic employment rights.

**Fathe Kdirat: As co-ordinator of Jordan Valley Solidarity, Fathe has
supported local communities in developing projects and works extensively

with international organisations to break down the eisolation of the Jordan
Valley and bring attention to this forgotten corner of Palestine.

15 Apr 2009

Key Dutch party: Sanctions against Israel if it thw arts peace

Sanctions

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1077729.html

Haaretz 11/04/2009

By Cnaan Liphshiz, Haaretz Correspondent

The Netherlands must impose economic sanctions against Israel if the new
government in Jerusalem thwarts the peace process with the Palestinians, the
Dutch Labor party said last week.

Members of Labor, which is a member of government as the country's second
largest party, said they intended to write a manifesto on the matter to the
foreign minister, Maxime Verhagen, from the centrist ruling CDA party, who is
largely seen as a staunch supporter of Israel.

In an interview for Radio 1, Labor's Martijn van Dam said his party insisted

that Verhagen and the European Union take "concrete” action that demands
Israel accept Hamas as a partner for dialog. Van Dam also lamented the
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Netherlands and the European Union's decision to blacklist Hamas.

Van Dam went on to call Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman "an
extremist who is on the brink of racism," adding: "This is not a government
with much prospect for peace.”

Responding to calming statements attributed to Verhagen concerning
Benjamin Netanyahu's new government, van Dam said: "The only one who
thinks that the positions of the [new] Israeli government will not have any
consequences is Maxim Verhagen."

Discussions on the matter between the cabinet and Labor's representatives in
parliament are expected to continue this week.

15 Apr 2009

Scottish PSC Press Release - Support the Rightto B oycott Israel
Cultural Boycott

Support the right to Boycott Apartheid Israel!

Please meet outside the Sheriff Court at 9.30am on Friday 17th April.

The five Scottish PSC members who were arrested when they disrupted the
performance of the Israeli-state-sponsored Jerusalem Quartet at last
August’s Edinburgh Festival will be at Edinburgh Sheriff Court (Chambers St)
on Friday from 9.30am.

In the aftermath of the Gaza massacres, in what appears to have been a
demonstration of solidarity with Israel, the original charge of Breach of the

Peace was swapped for one of “racially aggravated conduct”.

This is a clear push to quash the increasing international campaign to Boycott
Apartheid Israel by attempting to criminalise it.

If the same means had been used to stifle the boycott of Apartheid South
Africa, the racist regime would likely still be in office there.

Boycott is a powerful non-violent weapon in the fight for justice in Palestine; it
is important that we face up to this challenge.

Please demonstrate support for the right to Boycott Israel, and show solidarity
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with those on trial by attending outside the court (placards welcome) between
9.30 and 10am, and inside from 10am (no placards!; they can be left with
security).

More info:
http://spsc.scottishpsc.org.uk/

15 Apr 2009

Jewish Chronicle on Tescos 'boycott helpline'

Settlement goods
Press one for Israel, callers are told

Pro-Israel groups have attacked Tesco for setting up a customer helpline for
those considering boycotting Israeli goods.

Tesco says it provided the service in expectation of calls questioning its
stocking of products from Israel and the West Bank.

Callers selecting the general information option on its customer helpline hear
the recorded message: “If you are ringing regarding Israeli goods, please
press one.” They are then connected to specially-trained call centre staff.

A Tesco spokesman claimed the dedicated line — introduced for
“functionality” reasons after increased inquiries during the Gaza conflict in
January — was removed on Monday. But it was still available when the JC
rang later on. Tesco does not offer a similar service regarding products from
elsewhere. Sainsbury’s, Waitrose and Morrisons said their helplines did not
carry Israel-specific information.

Zionist Federation co-vice-chair Jonathan Hoffman said Israel had been made
a scapegoat. “The risk is that supermarkets will say it's too much of a problem
to stock Israeli goods.”

Manchester customer Stephen Specterman was “fuming” after discovering the
service when he rang Tesco about internet shopping. “A young man came on
and | told him I'd pressed out of curiosity. He said they had two stores where
people had wanted to know whether they stocked Israeli goods. | told him |
had a bias against Iran for supporting Hamas and asked if they would set up a
line for me. When he said no | asked why they were just picking on Israel.
They have allowed themselves to be politically influenced.”
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The Tesco spokesman later grudgingly conceded that the move may have
been a mistake: “We have had very few calls [to the line]. In hindsight there
may have been no need. It was pre-emptive in expecting boycott calls.

“I cannot see how anybody has been offended by this,” he added angrily. Call
centre staff had been told to explain the company’s stance on Israeli products
— that it uses labelling as advised by the EU — and not to discuss other
matters.

Last week, the Cabinet Office hosted a meeting of food retailers, producers
and suppliers to discuss the labelling of products from the West Bank.

It was agreed that the Department of Food would draw up guidelines, but
there is no specific time-frame, nor intention, to introduce legislation.

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign ran a “mass boycott” operation in the days
before the meeting, encouraging supporters to telephone Tesco and Waitrose
to question their stance on Israeli settlement products. Both supermarkets
said they had not experienced a drop in sales of Israeli goods since January
and had not altered their marketing or display procedures.

15 Apr 2009

Veolia loses another contract in Bordeaux

Veolia
VEOLIA, ONE LESS CONTRACT, NOW THE NEXT ONE!

The transportation branch of the French multinational corporation Veolia just
lost a contract worth 750 millions euros in Bordeaux.

This contract was about the management of the biggest urban network in
France. It went to Keolis, a subsidiary of SNCF.

The Greater Bordeaux local government said that its decision was based on
commercial factors, but the implication of Veolia in a controversial tramway
project in Jerusalem (the "Jerusalem light railway") provoked intense debates
everywhere.

Indeed French corporations Veolia and Alstom have been called into question

for several years because of their participation in a project to build a tramway
in Jerusalem, designed to link West Jerusalem (Israel) with illegal Israel
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settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories. This contract has caused
great controversy on the political ethics of Veolia.

The General Manager for France of Veolia Transport, Francis Grass, said that
Veolia has "very important questions [...], the feeling that things are not done
fairly” ... In fact, Veolia's involvement in the situation of apartheid has already
lead to the loss of several contracts, and this is just the beginning.

BDS group Bordeaux

(The BDS campaign — it stands for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions — aims at
isolating the state of Israel as long as it does not obey international law)
bdsbordeaux@gmail.com[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You
must enable javascript to see them]

15 Apr 2009

Zionist response to Tescos 'Israeli goods' helpline

General
from Haaretz

By Cnaan Liphshiz, Haaretz Correspondent

The supermarket chain Tesco shouldn't be blamed for introducing a special
U.K. helpline for complaints about it stocking Israeli products, a leading
member of Britain's Zionist lobby told Haaretz.

In yet another series of articles about this controversial topic, British media
reported last week that pro-Israel groups attacked Tesco for the decision to
set up the helpline, which coincided with government talks on labeling Israeli
products.

"Blaming Tesco is ridiculous and unfair," said Jonathan Hoffman, co-vice
chairman of the Zionist Federation of Great Britain and Ireland. He explained
the chain store had set up the helpline in anticipation of a spate of calls by
promoters of a boycott on Israeli goods responding to the government talks.

"Tesco acted as any business would act," he added. "The finger should be
pointed at the British government for holding these discussions in the first
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place and thereby fueling efforts by seekers of a total boycott of all things
Israeli."

After the helpline was discontinued, a Tesco spokesperson said: "Our only
aim was to be helpful, it was not making any political point."

The contested government meeting took place on March 31, and its dealt with
a controversial demand by boycott promoters that products from West Bank
settlements be labeled separately from goods produced by Palestinians.

"The people and organizations behind this are the same ones promoting
cultural and scientific boycotts, people who are guided by hatred of Israel.”
Hoffman argued.

Although it contains a separate mini-site on West Bank goods, the internet
site for the BIG (Boycott Israeli Goods) campaign - which unifies and
coordinates the actions of a number of smaller U.K. movements and activists
- calls for "a comprehensive boycott of Israeli goods."

The March 31 session did not yield any conclusions. The subject will go up for
a "consultation" led by Britain's Department for Environment. The British
government has already decided to encourage "voluntary" separate labeling
of West Bank products by chain stores.

Although the food department has denied this, Hoffman says he expects the
government to back the motion for separate labeling. He explained the
federation opposes this because it "goes far beyond" Israel's
understandings with the European Union and because it "singles Israel out.”

"There is no similar demand for separate labels on Cypriot goods produced
by Greeks and Turks," Hoffman noted.

Last month the Israel Manufacturers Association reported the findings of
survey among local exporters, in which 21% of 90 participants said

they had felt a drop in demand due to boycotts, mostly from the U.K. and in
Scandinavia

13 Apr 2009

Sligo County Council Adopts Motion to Boycott Veoli a

Veolia
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The following motion was unanimously adopted at the February meeting of
Sligo County Council.

“Recognising:

1. that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a
light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East
Jerusalem

2. that the Irish Government and the U.N. does not recognise Israel’s
annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly
stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the
West Bank contravene international law.

3. that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of the U.N.’s
stated demand that Israel’s settlement activities and occupation should
not be supported; This Council calls on the County Manager not to sign
or renew any contracts with Veolia.”

08 Apr 2009

Israeli exports hit by European boycotts after atta  cks on Gaza

Settlement goods
from The Guardian

A fifth of Israeli exporters report drop in demand as footage of Gaza attacks
changes behaviour of consumers and investors

Israeli companies are feeling the impact of boycott moves in Europe,
according to surveys, amid growing concern within the Israeli business sector
over organised campaigns following the recent attack on Gaza.

Last week, the Israel Manufacturers Association reported that 21% of 90 local
exporters who were questioned had felt a drop in demand due to boycotts,
mostly from the UK and Scandinavian countries. Last month, a report from the
Israel Export Institute reported that 10% of 400 polled exporters received
order cancellation notices this year, because of Israel's assault on Gaza.

"There is no doubt that a red light has been switched on,” Dan Katrivas, head
of the foreign trade department at the Israel Manufacturers Association, told
Maariv newspaper this week. "We are closely following what's happening with
exporters who are running into problems with boycotts.”" He added that in
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Britain there exists "a special problem regarding the export of agricultural
produce from Israel”.

The problem, said Katrivas, is in part the discussion in the UK over how to
label goods that come from Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank.
Last week British government officials met with food industry representatives
to discuss the issue.

In recent months, the Israeli financial press has reported the impact of
mounting calls to boycott goods from the Jewish state. Writing in the daily
finance paper, the Marker, economics journalist Nehemia Stressler berated
then trade and industry minister Eli Yishai for telling the Israeli army to
"destroy one hundred homes" in Gaza for every rocket fired into Israel.

The minister, wrote Stressler, did not understand "how much the operation in
Gaza is hurting the economy".

Stressler added: "The horrific images on TV and the statements of politicians
in Europe and Turkey are changing the behaviour of consumers,
businessmen and potential investors. Many European consumers boycott
Israeli products in practice.”

He quoted a pepper grower who spoke of "a concealed boycott of Israel
products in Europe”.

In February, another article in the Marker, titled "Now heads are lowered as
we wait for the storm to blow over", reported that Israelis with major business
interests in Turkey hoped to remain anonymous to avoid arousing the
attention of pro-boycott groups.

The paper said that, while trade difficulties with Turkey during the Gaza
assault received more media attention, Britain was in reality of greater
concern.

Gil Erez, Israel's commercial attache in London, told the paper:
"Organisations are bombarding [British] retailers with letters, asking that they
remove Israeli merchandise from the shelves."

Finance journalists have reported that Israeli hi-tech, food and agribusiness
companies suffered adverse consequences following Israel's three-week
assault on Gaza, and called for government intervention to protect businesses
from a growing boycott.
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However, analysts stressed that the impact of a boycott on local exporters
was difficult to discern amidst a global economic crisis and that such effects
could be exaggerated.

"If there was something serious, | would have heard about it," said Avi
Tempkin, from Globes, the Israeli business daily.

Israeli companies are thought to be wary of giving credence to boycott efforts
by talking openly about their effect, preferring to resolve problems through
diplomatic channels.

Consumer boycotts in Europe have targeted food produce such as Israeli
oranges, avocados and herbs, while in Turkey the focus has been on
agribusiness products such as pesticides and fertilisers.

The bulk of Israeli export is in components, especially hi-tech products such
as Intel chips and flashcards for mobile phones. It is thought that the
consumer goods targeted by boycott campaigns represent around 3% to 5%
of the Israeli export economy.

02 Apr 2009

Belgian campaign targets bank financing Israeli set tlements

Complicit firms

In a remarkably short period of time, activists in Belgium have built a strong
basis for the campaign "Israel colonizes -- Dexia funds," asking the bank to
divest from its subsidiary Dexia Israel because of its financing of the
expansion of illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Adri Nieuwhof, The Electronic Intifada, 1 April 2009

The Israeli settlements violate Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
prohibiting the Occupying Power to deport or transfer parts of its civilian
population into the territory it occupies, as well as Article 53 prohibiting the
destruction of property on occupied territory. The Dexia campaign is
flourishing in Belgium and may potentially spread to other countries where
Dexia subsidiaries are based.

The French-Belgian bank Dexia bought the Israeli Municipality Treasure Bank

in 2001 and established Dexia Israel. Centrum voor Ontwikkeling,
Documentatie en Informatie Palestijnen (CODIP), an organization focusing on
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Palestine, raised its concern about the transfer in a letter to Dexia's board of
directors in April 2001. The organization argues that Dexia's investment in an
Israeli bank involved in public loans might give the impression that the bank
"supports Israel's policy of occupation, colonization and discrimination.”

Seven Belgian organizations decided to join forces in the Dexia Committee in
2008. The committee summoned the help of the Who Profits from the
Occupation? project to investigate the relationship between Dexia and Israel's
occupation. In late October 2008, Who Profits informed the Dexia Committee
that Dexia Public Finance Israel is involved in activities in the illegal
settlements. This was clear from statements by the CEO of Dexia Israel to the
Israeli parliament, that since 2005 long-term loans and other financial services
were given to at least seven Israeli municipalities in different regions of the
occupied West Bank, including Ariel, Alfei Menashe, Beit Aryeh, Beit-El,
Elkana, Har Hebron, Kedumim and Givat Zeev.

Deputy executive vice-president of public finance, Francois Durollet, told the
campaigners on 16 November 2008 that Dexia Israel was called to account in
Israel's parliament, because it did not pay enough attention to funding of the
development of settlements.

The Dexia Committee successfully rallied for support from the Belgian
parliament, city councils and districts. This resulted in questions in parliament,
and decisions to support the campaign of one province and 18 city councils
support the Dexia campaign. This is relevant, because the Belgian
government, regions and municipalities hold respectively 5.7 percent, 5.7
percent and 14.1 percent of Dexia shares.

The public in Belgium has responded positively to the Dexia campaign. During
a massive demonstration against the Israeli attacks on Gaza in Brussels on
11 January, in which 70,000 citizens participated, participants threw shoes at
the Dexia offices to show their dissatisfaction with the bank's investments in
the illegal settlements. An informational meeting organized at the end of
January was attended by 265 persons and 60 individuals had to return home
because of the meeting hall was at capacity. In a video message from
Ramallah, Omar Barghouti, a leader of the Palestinian boycott, divestment
and sanctions movement, spoke to the audience about the need to become
active in the Dexia campaign. Several weeks later, many responded to the
call to phone Dexia's complaints service and ask for the bank's divestment
from Dexia Israel during the week of 16-20 March.

A well attended press conference was held on Land Day, 30 March, which

commemorates the deaths of six Palestinian citizens of Israel who were killed
by state forces in 1976. During the press conference the Dexia Campaign
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announced the launch of an online petition to call for Dexia's divestment from
funding illegal activities in the Israeli settlements on occupied Palestinian land.

The Dexia Committee has raised substantial support for the "Israel colonizes -
- Dexia funds" campaign. In a few months' time, 45 organizations, including
political parties and national trade unions, gave their support. Trade unions
organizing workers in the banking sector also joined the campaign, including
the Christian ACV. The ACV, with almost two million members, is the largest
Belgian federation of labor, and its branch organizing office workers is the
largest in the ACV federation. The ACV is part of a broad national Christian
workers movement, organized under the umbrella organization Algemene
Christelijke Werknemer Bond (ACW). The ACW own 13.9 percent of the
shares in Dexia and its chairman, Jan Renders, is a member of the board of
directors of Dexia. The support of the ACV is crucial to influence the position
of ACW as co-owner and co-governor of Dexia. The workers at Dexia own
another 2.6 percent of the shares and their interest is protected by their trade
union leaders, who task one representative to speak and vote for the workers
at the shareholders meeting.

Dexia can expect a heated debate about divestment from Dexia Israel at its
shareholders meeting in May 2009 as the Dexia campaign has raised the
support of Dexia shareholders.

Adri Nieuwhof is a consultant and human rights advocate based in
Switzerland.

31 Mar 2009

Video about TEVA - Israeli pharmaceutical company

General
TEVA est un laboratoire israélien qui produit des médicaments génériques.

D’abord, il est strictement interdit de faire de la publicité pour des
médicaments, remboursés par la sécurité sociale, ce qui se fait quand méme
sur certains sites web.

Et ensuite, il est particulierement de mauvais go(t de promouvoir des
médicaments provenant d’'un pays qui vient de bombarder les Palestiniens
avec des bombes au phosphore.
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Chez le pharmacien, vous avez le choix. Dites donc : "TEVA, on n’en veut
pas."”

0 Mar 2009

On Anti-Semitism, Boycotts, and the Case of Hermann Dierkes:

General
An Open Letter from Jewish Peace Activists
March 30, 2009

We are peace activists of Jewish background. Some of us typically identify in

this way; others of us do not. But we all object to those who claim to speak for
all Jews or who use charges of anti-Semitism to attempt to squelch legitimate
dissent.

We have learned with dismay the allegations regarding Hermann Dierkes, a
trade unionist and leader of the Left Party (DIE LINKE) in the German city of
Duisburg. Dierkes, in response to the recent Israeli assault on Gaza
expressed the view that one way people could help Palestinians obtain justice
would be to support the call of the World Social Forum to boycott Israel
goods, so as to put pressure on the Israeli government.

Dierkes has been subjected to widespread and vitriolic denunciations for anti-
Semitism, and accused of calling for a repeat of the Nazi policy of the 1930s
of boycotting Jewish products. Dierkes responded that "The demands of the
World Social Forum have nothing in common with Nazi-type racist campaigns
against Jews, but aim at changing the Israeli government's policy of
oppression of the Palestinians.”

No one has made any claims of anti-Semitism against Dierkes for anything
other than his support of the boycott. Yet he has been accused of "pure anti-
Semitism" (Dieter Graumann the Vice-President of the Central Jewish
Council), of uttering words comparable to "a mass execution at the edge of a
Ukrainian forest" (Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung editorialist Achim Beer),
and of expressing "Nazi propaganda” (Hendrik Wuest, General Secretary of
the Christian Democratic Party).

We signatories have differing views on the wisdom and efficacy of calling for a
boycott of Israeli goods. Some of us believe that such a boycott is an
essential component of a campaign of boycott, divestment, and sanctions
that can end the four-decade-long Israeli occupation; others think the better
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way to pressure the Israeli government is with a more selective boycott
focused on institutions and corporations supporting the occupation. But all of
us agree that it is essential to apply pressure against the Israeli government if
peace and justice are to prevail in the Middle East and all of us agree that a
call for a boycott of Israel has nothing in common with the Nazi policy of
"Don't buy from Jews." It is no more anti-Semitic to boycott Israel to end the
occupation than it was anti-white to boycott South Africa to end apartheid.
Social justice movements have often called for boycotts or divestment,
whether against the military regime in Burma or the government of Sudan.
Wise or not, such calls are in no way discriminatory.

Violence in the Middle East has indeed led to some acts of anti-Semitism in
Europe. There was a call to boycott Jewish-owned stores in Rome that was
widely and appropriately condemned. We deplore such bigotry. Israel's crimes
cannot be attributed to Jews as a whole. But, at the same time, a boycott of
Israel cannot be equated with a boycott of Jews as a whole.

An acute and disturbing form of racism rising in Europe today is Islamophobia
and xenophobia directed at immigrants from Muslim countries. Dierkes has
been a champion in defense of the rights of immigrants, while some of those
who accuse all critics of Israel of being anti-Semitic often participate
themselves -- like the Israeli government and state -- in such forms of racism.

The Holocaust was one of the most horrific events in modern history. It is a
dishonor to its victims to use its memory as a bludgeon to silence principled
critics of Israel's unconscionable treatment of Palestinians.

[We have spent just a week gathering names on this letter, circulating it only
in a few countries. We apologize to all those who would have liked to sign, but
didn't get a chance or whose names arrived too late for inclusion. For
information on how you can help support this effort, please contact
Dierkes.Letter@gmail.com.]

Signatories
(organizations listed for identification purposes only)
BELGIUM

Marc ABRAMOWICZ, Psychothérapeute

Mateo ALALUF, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Joélle BAUMERDER, Directrice institution culturelle

Marianne BLUME, Professeur

Jacques BUDE, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Willy ESTERSOHN, Union des Progressistes Juifs de Belgique
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Fanny FILOSOF

Thérese FRANKFORT, Professeur

Victor GINSBURGH, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Tom GOLDSCHMIDT, Journaliste

Martine GOLDSTEIN, Psychologue, Université libre de Bruxelles
Henri GOLDMAN, Auteur

José GOTOVITCH, Professeur retraité

Anne HERSCOVICI, Sociologue

Miaden HERZL

Henri HURWITZ, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Paul JACOBS, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Willy KALB

Daniel LIEBMAN, Romaniste

Léon LIEBMAN, Magistrat honoraire

Nicole MAYER, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Henri ROANNE-ROZENBLATT, Journaliste

Dominique RODRIGUEZ, Union des Progressistes Juifs de Belgique
Edith RUBINSTEIN, Femme en noir

Serge SIMON, Ecrivain et Union des progressistes juifs de Belgique
Michel STASZEWSKI, Professeur

Léo TUBBAX

Elie VAMOS, Médecin

Esther VAMOS, Professeur émerite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Serge VIDAL

Jean VOGEL, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Laurent VOGEL, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Henri WAJNBLUM, Co-président de I'Union des Progressistes Juifs de
Belgique

CANADA

Elizabeth BLOCK, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism,
Women in Solidarity with Palestine, Independent Jewish Voices
Corey BALSAM, Student

Julia BARNETT

Lawrence BOXALL, Jews for a Just Peace

Mark Robert BRILL

Anne-Marie BRUN

Smadar CARMON, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
James DEUTSCH, MD

Judith DEUTSCH, MSW, President, Science for Peace

Gordon DOCTOROW

Inge FLEISCHMANN FOWLIE, Independent Jewish Voices

Barry FLEMING

Matt FODOR

Inge FOWLIE
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Daniel FREEMAN-MALOQY, Activist and writer

Sam GINDIN, York University

Rachel GUROFSKY, Trent University

Larry HAIVEN, Saint Mary's University

Jean HANSON, Independent Jewish Voices

Jake JAVANSHIR, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
Mira KHAZZAM, Independent Jewish Voices

Mark KLEIN

Naomi KLEIN, Author

Jason KUNIN

Richard Borshay LEE, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto
Abby LIPPMAN, Independent Jewish Voices

Henry LOWI

Elizabeth MOLCHANY, Esquire

Rabbi David MIVASAIR, Ahavat Olam Synagogue, Vancouver
Joanne NAIMAN

Yakov M. RABKIN, Professeur titulaire, Département d'histoire, Université de
Montréal

Diana RALPH, Independent Jewish Voices

R.S. RATNER, University of British Columbia

Herman ROSENFELD, Instructor, Labour Studies, McMaster University
Martha ROTH, United Jewish Voices-BC

Marty ROTH, United Jewish Voices-BC

Regine SCHMID

Alan SEARS, Ryerson University

Edward SHAFFER, University of Alberta

Sid SHNIAD, Independent Jewish Voices

Greg STARR, Jews for a Just Peace

Vera SZOKE

Judith WEISMAN

Suzanne WEISS, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
FRANCE

Houria ACKERMANN, Directrice de créche

Nuri ALBALA, Avocat

Paula ALBOUZE

Paul ALLIES, Professeur a I'Université de Montpellier

Arlette ALVARENGA, Consultante retraitée

Simon ASSOUN, Union Juive Frangaise pour la Paix

Marc AYBES, Infographiste

Bernard BATT

Raphaél BENARROSH, Avocat retraité

Eliane BENARROSH, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour I'amitié entre les
peuples

Zvi BEN-DOR, Professor, New York University (Paris, France)
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Daniel BENSAID, Professeur a I'Université Paris 8

Jean BRAFMAN, Conseiller régional d'lle-de-France

Kurt BRAININ, Médecin

Rony BRAUMAN

Kenneth BROWN, Mediterraneans/Méditerranéennes

Alice CHERKI, Psychiatre, psychanalyste, auteure
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Coalition for Palestine

Trude BENNETT

65



Phyllis BENNIS, Institute for Policy Studies

Carl BLOICE, Committees of Correspondence for Democracy & Socialism
Audrey BOMSE, Lawyer

Daniel BOYARIN, University of California-Berkeley

Lenni BRENNER

Stephen Eric BRONNER, Director of Global Relations, Center for the Study of
Genocide, Conflict Resolution, & Human Rights, Rutgers University

Judith BUTLER, Professor, University of California-Berkeley

Leslie CAGAN, National Coordinator, United for Peace and Justice

Ellen CANTAROW, Writer

Barbara H. CHASIN, Professor Emerita, Montclair State University

Noam CHOMSKY, Professor Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Jill Hamburg COPLAN, Journalist

Lawrence DAVIDSON, West Chester University

Daniel ELLSBERG, Revealed Pentagon Papers, writer

Carolyn EISENBERG, Hofstra University

Judith FERSTER, Jewish Voice for Peace and BritTzedek

Michelle FINE, Graduate Center, City University of New York

Barry FINGER, Editorial board, New Politics

David FINKEL, Managing Editor, Against the Current

Norman G. FINKELSTEIN, Independent scholar

Laurie FOX

Racheli GAI, Co-editor, Jewish Peace News

Irene GENDZIER, Boston University

Jack GERSON, Oakland Education Association Executive Board

Alice GOLIN, Bloomfield-Glen Ridge NJ Peace Action

Steve GOLIN, Bloomfield College

Linda GORDON, Professor of History, New York University

Marilyn HACKER, Writer, City College of New York

Stanley HELLER, Moderator "Jews Who Speak Out"; Host "The Struggle" TV
news magazine

Edward S. HERMAN, Professor Emeritus, Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania

Carol HORWITZ, "Jews Say No"

Louis KAMPF, Professor Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Stan KARP, Rethinking Schools

Melanie KAYE/KANTROWITZ, Queens College, City University of New York
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29 Mar 2009

Londoners lock up criminal Israeli goods in Tesco

Consumer boycott
A new idea for the boycott campaign...

Sunday 29 March 2009, Londoners converged towards Tesco supermarkets
in West London in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

Avocadoes, pomellos, cherry tomatoes, herbs and dates grown in Israel and
on illegal settlements in the occupied Palestinian West Bank were trapped in
baskets and trolleys in order to disrupt the sale of such produce and
symbolise the need for clear international action against illegal Israeli
settlements and Israeli war crimes in the region. Leaflets were placed on the
empty shelves explaining the role of Israeli goods in funding Israeli settler
colonialism and state violence.

Tesco, and most supermarkets in Britain, stock and sell Israeli goods
including produce from illegal Israeli settlements implanted in the occupied
Palestinian West Bank. Some of this settlement product is misleadingly
labelled 'West Bank' leading many customers to believe they are buying
Palestinian produce, while some is labelled 'made in Israel' even though the
settlements are clearly colonial entities outside of Israel's internationally
recognized borders.

25 Mar 2009
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Divestment campaign gains momentum in Europe

Divestment Campaigns

The Swedish national pension fund AP7 is the latest institution to follow the
socially responsible investment example of Dutch ASN Bank by excluding the
French transportation giant Alstom from its portfolio. Alstom was excluded
because of the company's involvement in Israel's occupation of Palestinian
land.

Adri Nieuwhof, The Electronic Intifada, 24 March 2009

Activists and researchers claim that the French companies Alstom and Veolia
are directly implicated in maintaining illegal settlements in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, and are playing a key role in Israel's attempt to make
its annexation of Palestinian East Jerusalem irreversible. For this reason
Dutch ASN Bank decided in 2006 to exclude Veolia from its portfolios, also
excluding companies that benefit from the Israeli occupation. Other banks
have since followed ASN Bank's example towards socially responsible
investment.

Swedish activists informed the public about the role of companies in
benefiting from the occupation through several actions. The Swedish non-
governmental organization Diakonia's research on Mul-T-Lock factory in the
Barkan Industrial Park in a West Bank settlement led to the October 2008
decision of owner Assa Abloy to divest from the company. At that time Veolia
was bidding for an eight-year, $4.5 billion contract to run the subway in
Stockholm county. Swedish journalists questioned politicians about Veolia's
role in an Israeli tramway project that links Israeli settlements and normalizes
the illegal situation of the settlements. At the Give Veolia the Red Card event
on 15 November 2008, passengers on the Stockholm subway were asked to
attach a red card to their clothes to protest Veolia's involvement in the the
Jerusalem tramway on occupied Palestinian territory.

The protests are thought to have contributed to the decision of Swedish
national pension fund AP7, one of the most important investors in Sweden
and well-known for its highly ethical profile, to blacklist Alstom. AP7, which
manages pension savings worth around 90 billion kronor ($15 billion), listed in
its annual report for 2008 the companies it has to exclude from investment for
ethical reasons. Alstom is pointed out as a company AP7 would have liked to
invest in. However, the report said Alstom's involvement in reported human
rights abuses regarding the company's participation in a railway project in
Jerusalem made it not suitable for AP7's investments.
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Additionally, in mid-2008 AP7 decided to sell all its holdings in companies
making cluster bombs and nuclear weapons. Chief executive Richard
Grottheim told the press, "l expect other pension funds will follow my
initiative." The fact that AP7 diagnosed Alstom as a company not suitable for
investments will most likely have the same effect.

On 16 March, Sandwell Council in the UK announced that Veolia failed to
reach the shortlist of three companies bidding for a 25-year waste collection
and recycling contract worth 1 billion pounds ($1.43 billion). The Palestine
Solidarity Campaign started the Sandwell Bin Veolia Campaign, asking the
public to sign a petition requesting that the council remove Veolia from the list
of contractors approved. The petition argued that Veolia be removed because
the company accepted contracts in Jerusalem in contravention of international
law and United Nations resolutions.

Asked for the reasons for excluding Veolia from the shortlist, a Sandwell
Council press officer responded that Veolia's alleged activities played no part
in the council's decision-making process. "By law, the council is not permitted
to allow non-commercial factors to influence the choice of a partner for its
plans to improve waste, recycling and street cleansing services in Sandwell."
However, in a 10 Feburary 2009 article published by The Electronic Intifada
this author along with attorney Daniel Machover asserted that UK law makes
it perfectly legal to exclude Veolia from public contracts due to its "grave
professional misconduct.”

In Melbourne, Australia the Veolia campaign will take off with the Dump
Connex campaign to be launched on 30 March, focusing on the Veolia
subsidiary that runs the train service in Melbourne. Activists will distribute
100,000 pamphlets to Melbourne's train commuters. The pamphlets explain
that riders should not only be angry because the company is providing an
unsatisfactory transport service in Melbourne, but also because Veolia has
signed a 30-year contract with Israel to operate a tramway that runs also in
occupied Palestinian land. Commuters are asked to sign the card in the
pamphlet and post it to Victorian State transport minister Lynne Kosky.

Adri Nieuwhof is a consultant and human rights advocate based in
Switzerland.

31 Mar 2009

Video about TEVA - Israeli pharmaceutical company

General
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TEVA est un laboratoire israélien qui produit des médicaments génériques.

D’abord, il est strictement interdit de faire de la publicité pour des
médicaments, remboursés par la sécurité sociale, ce qui se fait quand méme
sur certains sites web.

Et ensuite, il est particulierement de mauvais go(t de promouvoir des
médicaments provenant d’un pays qui vient de bombarder les Palestiniens
avec des bombes au phosphore.

Chez le pharmacien, vous avez le choix. Dites donc : "TEVA, on n’en veut
paS."

25 Mar 2009

West Midlands Palestine Solidarity Campaign bins Ve  olia!

Veolia

West Midlands Palestine Solidarity Campaign welcomes the decision made
by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council not to consider further Veolia’s bid
for the 'Waste Improvement Plan’ contract, a contract worth £1 billion over 20
years.

French multinational company Veolia is complicit in the continued Israel
occupation of Palestinian territory. Veolia is a leading partner in the CityPass
consortium, contracted to build a light rail tramway system linking west
Jerusalem to illegal Jewish settlements in occupied east Jerusalem. With its
involvement in this project, the company is directly implicated in the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territory and is playing a key role in Israel’s attempt
to make its annexation of the territory of east Jerusalem irreversible. This
construction project violates Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention.

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the annexation of
East Jerusalem are illegal under international law. The settlements violate
Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention, which provides that: “The Occupying
Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the
territory it occupies” as well as Article 53, which forbids destruction of

property.
The decision made by Sandwell Council is a victory for organisations and

individuals who are campaigning for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions of
Israel’s illegal activities directed at the Palestinian people. Our campaign, and
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Sandwell Council’s decision, show that companies need to be aware that in
order to have community support they must behave ethically. Sandwell
Council has set a positive example which other councils should follow.

West Midlands PSC looks forward to working alongside local communities,
trade unionists and sympathetic Councillors in the fight for justice for
Palestinians.

In response to Israel's horrific attack on the Gaza Strip, Invincible has dropped
a new track, "The Emperor's Clothes" for free download. "The Emperor's
Clothes" is produced by K-Salaam & Beatnick. Invincible first performed the
track live at the protest lock-down of the San Francisco Israeli Consulate
(pictured above / photos by Vanessa Huang).

http://emergencemusic.net/node/118

BDS call from rap artist

Boycott Calls

In response to Israel's horrific attack on the Gaza Strip, Invincible has dropped
a new track, "The Emperor's Clothes" for free download. "The Emperor's
Clothes" is produced by K-Salaam & Beatnick. Invincible first performed the
track live at the protest lock-down of the San Francisco Israeli Consulate.

http://emergencemusic.net

The situation in Gaza is critical, with massive damage to civilian infrastructure
and more than 1,300 Palestinians killed and 5,300 wounded. Read more
about the crisis in Gaza at Electronic Intifada.

As this track makes clear, one of the most effective strategies we can pursue
right now is boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaigns against
Israel, as we demand an end to Israel's assault on Palestinian life and liberty.
Read more about and get involved in the Global BDS campaign.

Kareem Edouard, director of the acclaimed "Sledgehammer!" music video, is
currently working on a video for "The Emperor's Clothes." Keep your ear to
the ground for that.

LYRICS: "The Emperor's Clothes" by Invincible
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"The Emperor's Clothes"

Phase 1: Air strikes all day and all night
Phase 2: Rockets hit the Gaza strip with phosphorus
Phase 3: Ground attack how we gonna counteract?

Boycott Divest and Sanction

Israel- you should be ashamed

Kill and maim 1,000's of civilians in our name

Claim you hitting terrorists but children in your aim

Even murder relief workers blood spilling from they brain

While they tried to drive the ambulance, damn they couldn't stand a chance
Even bomb students, hospitals, mosques, Rafah, and Khan Yunis
Shot em in the back like the cops to Oscar Grant...

And in each case the good ol' united states sponsored that

7 million a day that we pay tax and AIPAC's lobbyists is robbin us
Sometimes it feels like they're ain't no stopping this

BUT now no body can deny it cuz you made it too obvious

Naked truth exposed like the emperor's clothes

The struggles getting hotter and the temperature rose

Since 1948 when you formed the state

Palestinian people still defending their homes

They aint been surrendering, NO

Boycott Divest and Sanction
Cuz they even bombed the United Nations

Look, i'm Israeli, my government's so arrogant

War criminals who call Palestinians terrorists

For resisting extinction and occupation

Comparing this to genocide and reservations of Native Americans
Its a massacre! Kick out they ambassadors!

Divest from their apartheid like South Africa

Boycott em like King to Montgomery buses,

Show them we want peace but only with real justice
They murdering the media and witnesses left

We gonna stop shopping at all the businesses that invest
In building they settlements and gentrifying our corners
lllegal walls over there and the US-Mexico border

Build a worldwide movement til the truth is heard

And supporting the Israelis who refuse to serve

All the C.0.s who AWOL when deployed to Iraqgi stations
All the people rallying while the cops are chasing

73



If we enlisted in the system we got an obligation
We ain't got the patience, time to stop the occupation

Boycott, Divest, and Sanction
Til there's right of return for displaced and reparations

Contact
Email: info@bigcampaign.org

Tel - 020 7700 6192

Boycott Israeli Goods Campaign
Box BM PSA

London

WC1N 3XX

UK

23 Apr 2009

31 Mar 2009

What do you call that herb?

Settlement goods

BBC article on the labelling of settlement produce

Jerusalem Diary: 31 March

Not all consumers are the same. Not all supermarket shoppers care just
about price, or freshness, or brand. Some also care about from where a
product came.

Since | wrote about labelling of produce from the W est Bank, in
November, several people got in touch to tell me th  at they had been
mystified by supermarket food, labelled as produce of the "West Bank".

Did that mean produce of Israeli settlements or Pal  estinian farms?

On Tuesday, the British government is chairing a me eting in London on
the issue.

A spokesman from the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs said that it follows a letter to Prime Mini ster Gordon Brown from
the charity Oxfam.

The spokesman was keen to stress that this was not a formal
"consultation”, but a "roundtable meeting" with ret ailers, a charity, and
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some government departments, called as a result of "public concern”, to
discuss whether it might be feasible to provide con sumers with more
information.

Mike Bailey, from the Oxfam office in Jerusalem, wa s more explicit:
"We're concerned about two aspects: that Israeli co mpanies which are
farming or extracting minerals from the West Bank a re denying
Palestinians the chance to use these natural resour  ces, in contravention
of the Geneva Convention on occupation; and that if the produce is not
clearly labelled, consumers are denied the opportun ity to make an
informed choice, so they may unwittingly be support ing an illegal
occupation.”

What is more, Mike Bailey says, a new trading law m  ay make more
specific labelling a legal requirement, rather than a voluntary choice.
The European Union's Unfair Commercial Practices Di  rective was
transposed into British law last year. According to Mike Bailey, the
directive "makes it illegal to withhold material in formation from
consumers in their decision-making."

TURNING OFF ISRAEL

Israeli manufacturers say that they are already fee  ling the effect of an
informal boycott. A private survey carried out by t he Manufacturers

Association of Israel has identified a huge decline in demand for Israeli
exports. That has been caused, in large part, by th e global economic
slump. But one in five exporters said that "being | sraeli causes some
problems"”. In this case, the problem stems from the recent conflict in

Gaza. An official from the Association, who asked n ot to be named,
because the publicity had not been helpful, said th at a boycott "happens
every so often" - during wars, or Palestinian upris ings. He argued,
though, that if people wanted to boycott Israeli go ods, then they might
find it difficult to be consistent:

"You should probably shut down your computer becaus e the processor
has come from the Intel plant at Qiryat Gat; you sh  ould shut down your
cellphone because Nokia and Sony use Israeli-design  ed software; you
will have to end your Powerpoint presentation becau se your memory
stick was developed in Israel.”

05 Apr 2009
Aldi cons consumers by passing off Israeli fruit as from Cyprus

Consumer boycott

From the Cyprus Mall
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Cyprus checking out Israeli fruit con
By Nathan Morley

http://www.cyprus-mail.com/news/main.php?id=44962

COMMERCE Minister Antonis Paschalides is looking in ~ to a humiliating
blunder by a leading EU supermarket chain after it sold tons of Israeli
fruit as "Produce of Cyprus", he said yesterday.

German-owned Aldi were left red-faced when they adm itted to the
Cyprus Mail that they had effectively misled thousa nds of Irish
consumers by falsely labeling Israeli grapefruit as Cypriot produce.

Paschalides said yesterday he was looking into are  port prepared by the
Cyprus Embassy in Dublin about the deception.

Some lIrish consumers even said they would boycott C yprus produce
until they knew it was genuinely Cypriot. The prosp ect could be
damaging for Cypriot citrus growers.

"I have heard about this and have received the repo  rts which | will study
and am looking into the matter. | take these report s very seriously and
will act accordingly,” Paschalides told the Cyprus Mail yesterday.

In a new twist yesterday, a photo was sent through from Ireland showing
a box of 'easy peelers' pink grapefruit on sale at Irish supermarket giant
Dunnes Stores. The label under the box says 'Cyprus ' but the individual
fruit have Jaffa stickers on them, which clearly id entifies them Israeli
produce.

A spokesman at Dunnes Stores yesterday told the Cyp  rus Mail there
was no one there to comment.

Sotos A. Liassides, the Cypriot Ambassador to Dubli n, told the Cyprus
Mail on Tuesday that the Aldi 'blunder' had been co  rrected, but added
that he would be keeping a close eye on the situati  on.

"Yes they have removed it. This has also been confi  rmed by my
sources. The good news is that you can find genuine Cypriot grapefruit
at shops such as Tesco, and you will see the colour is a little more
yellow, and of course it is not marked Jaffa," he s aid.

On learning of the Aldi blunder, Liassides sent an urgent report to the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to the Ministry of Commerce in Nicosia.
The EU states that the control of correct labelling is the task of member
states' national control authorities such as food i nspection bodies or

market surveillance authorities.

Aldi apologised to its customers two weeks ago afte r Irish shoppers
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uncovered the scam, which Aldi called a 'packaging error'. The chain
blamed the supplier, who is understood to be in Isr aeli company.

One such consumer, Tommy Donlan, took a series of p  hotographs of
the grapefruit, which showed those packages labelle d 'Cyprus Produce'
still had tiny circular stickers on the exterior of the fruit marked 'Carmel'-
a citrus region of Israel.

"Aldi knew what they were doing and that is trying to shift unwanted
Israeli stock as being from Cyprus," Donlan said.

The decision to pass off the Israeli fruit as Cypri ot appears to have come
after a widespread boycott of Israeli goods in the aftermath of Israel's
invasion into Gaza in December.

Since then, shoppers across Ireland especially, hav e been turning their
backs on Israeli products such as fruit, vegetables and electronics.

Reports in the Israeli press this week said some 20 per cent of the
country's exports had been affected by the boycott.

Copyright C Cyprus Mail 2009

Scottish TUC commits decisively for Boycott, Divest ment & Sanctions

Trade Unions and Boycott

Scotland today joined Ireland and South Africa when the Scottish Trade Union
Congress, representing every Scottish trade union, voted overwhelmingly to
commit to boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel.

This is the third example of a national trade union federation committing to
BDS and is a clear indication that, while Israel can kill Palestinians with
impunity and Western support, it has lost the battle for world public opinion. It
is now seen to be a state born out of ethnic cleansing and still expanding
through the violent dispossession of the Palestinian people.

Speaker after speaker expressed intense anger at Israel’s butchery of 1,300
Palestinians in Gaza over the New Year, as well as the much longer history of
Israeli ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. The vote followed a visit to
Israel/Palestine by an STUC Delegation in March which heard from a wide
range of trade union and other bodies and returned with a unanimous
recommendation that the parent body adopt BDS.

The STUC move to a position of BDS followed debate on the Delegation
report with affiliated unions as well as consultations across Scotland. There
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were written and oral submissions from Zionist as well as human rights
bodies.

The commitment to BDS was made despite aggressive lobbying by Zionist
groups, including an absurd warning that a commitment to active support for
Palestinian human rights would lead to attacks on Scottish Jews, and the
parachuting into Scotland of the Histadrut's Head of Communications from
Israel.

The STUC’s new position is a dramatic breakthrough which has the potential
to greatly accelerate the boycott campaign already underway in Scotland
against, for example, Israeli companies and sporting or cultural visits. The
Scottish Government earlier in the year yielded to public concerns and
cancelled a trade delegation to Israel.

It will also make easier the task of building a mass boycott campaign across
the land surface of Scotland, in every town and small community, in every
supermarket and every sporting and cultural event.

Israel’'s New Year mountain of corpses in Gaza, together with its frequent
murder of unarmed civilians across Palestine was only the latest in a long
series of Israeli massacres. We may be unable to stop the next one, but our
job of building the sort of mass BDS campaign that can confront Israeli
violence with a countervailing force has just become easier. An aroused world
opinion is increasingly ready to ensure that all don’t die in vain.

We can only offer hope to the hard-pressed Palestinians that their freedom is
coming, however long Israel and its allies work to delay it.

Speaking prior to the debate, STUC General Secretary, Grahame Smith, said:
“The STUC General Council is recommending support for boycott and calls
for sanctions against Israel because of its attacks on the human rights of
Palestinian people and its breaches of international laws.

Mr Smith continued: “On our recent visit to Israel and Palestine we witnessed
the human rights violations experienced by ordinary Palestinians on a daily
basis. We saw how restrictions on movement and checkpoints prevent people
from going to work, to school and to visit their families — even when they are
sick and dying.”

“We heard powerful arguments from the Palestinian Human Rights
Organisation, Al-Haq, outlining how Israel is in breach of the Geneva
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Conventions, and the need for other signatories to international laws to hold
Israel to account.”

“Our delegation also met with the leadership of Israeli trade union centre,
Histadrut, and the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions. The STUC
has carefully considered the complex issues involved, and we believe that we
have a moral obligation to show solidarity to Palestinian people.” Read full
STUC Press Release

View the STUC General Council Recommendation on BDS passed at
Congress today in Perth. The significant paragraphs are:

6.1 The General Council is recommending that Congress should take
a position of:

supporting boycotts and disinvestments against Israel,
calling for sanctions against Israel,
encouraging positive investments in the occupied territories.

6.6 The STUC acknowledges its relationship with both PGFTU and Histadrut
and supports the development of a constructive dialogue between them. The
STUC will explain its position on BDS to Histadrut, and will, over the next 12
months, raise with them Histadrut positions in relation to Gaza and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The STUC will review its relationship with
Histadrut in this context.

23 Apr 2009

Canadian musician Leonard Cohen urged to cancel Isr  ael concert

Cultural Boycott
Open letter, British Committee for the Universities of Palestine, 22 April 2009

The following is an open letter from the British Committee for the Universities
of Palestine to Canadian musician Leonard Cohen:

Dear Leonard Cohen:

Your songs have been part of the soundtrack of our lives -- like breathing,
some of them. But we can't make sense of why you've decided to perform in

79



Israel in September this year.

If we understand anything about Buddhism -- your practice of which is public
knowledge -- it's that Buddhism advocates "right action.” We accept that this
precept, like the injunction to "love thy neighbor as thyself," is probably
honored more in the breach than the observance. But we can't believe you
didn't weigh up performing in Israel in the light of "right action.” And apparently
you've decided that it's right to take your unavoidably starry and very
newsworthy presence there.

But what does this say to the Palestinians? If you had just emerged from three
weeks of unfettered bombing from land, sea and air, with no place to hide and
no place to run, your hospitals overwhelmed, sewage running in the streets
and white phosphorous burning up your children, what would the news that
the great Canadian musician Leonard Cohen had decided to play for your
tormentors say to you?

You will perform for a public that by a very large majority had no qualms about
its military forces' onslaught on Gaza (in fact wanted it to continue). You will
perform in a state whose propaganda services will extract every ounce of
mileage from your presence (they will use it to whitewash their war crimes).
As someone who lives in the US, you are saying "yah boo sucks" to the
American academics, musicians, filmmakers and others (including poet
Adrienne Rich), who earlier this year launched the US Campaign for the
Academic & Cultural Boycott of Israel. And you are telling the Palestinians --
who had nothing whatsoever to do with the Holocaust in Europe but have
endured the torments of exile and military occupation ever since they were
driven out of their country in 1948 -- that their suffering doesn't matter.

Have you come across an Israeli woman called Dr. Nurit Peled-Elhanan? She
lost her 13-year-old daughter to a Palestinian suicide bomber in 1997, but Dr.
Peled -- showing the compassionate greatness of which human beings are
sometimes capable -- didn't retreat into rage, revenge or depression. Instead
she co-founded an Israeli-Palestinian network called "Bereaved Parents for
Peace." When the 10-year-old daughter of a Palestinian colleague was shot
and killed by an Israeli soldier, Peled said: "I sit with her mother Salwa and try
to say, 'We are all victims of occupation.' But my daughter's murderer had the
decency to kill himself. The soldier who killed Abir is probably drinking beer,
playing backgammon with his mates and going to discotheques.”

Or going to a Leonard Cohen concert in Ramat Gan. Is this really what you
want to be part of?

Yours sincerely,
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Professor Haim Bresheeth
Mike Cushman

Professor Hilary Rose
Professor Jonathan Rosenhead

Bloomsbury Theatre Cancels Zionist Event After prot ests

Cultural Boycott
From the Guardian

Qutrage over Israeli It Ain't Half Hot Mum-style sh owCritics condemn
London show featuring Israeli Defence Force dance t roupe as 'ghoulish
and retrograde’

An Israeli Defence Force song-and-dance troupe is to perform in London at a
show to commemorate the founding of Israel, provoking anger among groups
that campaign for the rights of Palestinians.

The IDF group was likened by the event organisers, the Zionist Federation, to
the troupe portrayed in the 1970s BBC comedy It ain't Half Hot Mum-— but not
everyone sees the funny side.

Human rights groups accused the IDF of committing war crimes during the
three-week invasion of the Gaza Strip, which began in December —
allegations denied by the Israeli government — and the army is the subject of a
UN investigation.

"This is akin to singing and dancing on the graves of the 400 Palestinian
children that the IDF was responsible for killing in January,” said Chris Doyle,
the director of the Council for Arab-British Understanding.

"We should not be permitting a dance troupe from an army currently under a
UN investigation for possible war crimes to be coming to the United Kingdom.
It is sick."

The family show, an annual event run by ZF, was due to be held at the
Bloomsbury theatre in central London but was moved to a new venue, which
is being kept under wraps, after the Bloomsbury pulled out last week on
discovering that the IDF troupe was on the bill.
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"Obviously we couldn't have them perform here," said a theatre
spokeswoman. A number of groups had contacted the Bloomsbury theatre to
protest about the show.

Dan Judelson, from Jews for Justice for Palestinians, which claims to be the
UK's largest Jewish peace group, described the event as "ghoulish and
retrograde”.

"The Zionist Federation, with their support for the occupation of Palestinian
land, seem massively insensitive to the reactions of most people, who want
an equitable settlement for Israelis and Palestinians alike and who will be
appalled by the involvement of the IDF in such an event," he said.

Yael Khan, from Islington Friends of Yibna (a Gaza refugee camp), said: "It's
grotesque to think that they would invite the Israeli army to perform in London
after the massacre in Gaza."

She said protests would be directed to the new venue once it was identified.

A new poster on the ZF website for the event makes no mention of the IDF
troupe but a ZF spokesman confirmed it would be performing. He refused to
reveal the new location for the event — advertised on the poster as in north
London.

"We don't want it spoilt by a group of people who transfer from a climate camp
celebration to an animal rights protest to a dance troupe protest," he said.

"How sad that once again a small group of people have politicised an arts and
culture event. Freedom of expression has become selective in this country.”

19 Apr 2009

As UN Blocks Palestine-Related Side Events at Durba n Review
Conference

General

Palestinian Civil Society Launches “Israel Review Conference” in Geneva on
the Eve of Durban Review

As UN Blocks Palestine-Related Side Events at Durban Review Conference

Palestinian Civil Society Launches “Israel Review C onference” in
Geneva on the Eve of Durban Review
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18 April 2009

Representing over 170 Palestinian civil society organizations, the Palestinian
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions National Committee (BNC) launches its
Israel Review Conference under the title: “United Against Apartheid,
Colonialism and Racism: Justice and Dignity for the Palestinian People.” The
conference takes place in Geneva between the 17th and 18th of April 2009 on
the eve of the United Nation’s Durban Review Conference.

At the conference, internationally renowned legal experts, researchers,
academics, and activists from five continents will discuss legal strategies to
hold Israel accountable for its illegal policies and practices of racial
discrimination. Participants at the conference are also scheduled to discuss
strategies for linking global struggles against racism, and concrete steps to
challenge Israeli apartheid within the framework of the rapidly growing global
movement calling for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel
until it complies with international law.

“The Israel Review Conference has received added importance in recent
weeks since the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) banned side events examining the Israeli regime at the official
Durban Review Conference” explains Rania Madi, one of the Israel Review
Conference organizers based in Geneva. “Despite the fact that Israel’s racism
against Palestinians has been one of the most highlighted issues in the lead-
up to the Durban Review, the BNC's Israel Review Conference has become
the only place where this issue will actually be discussed”

“The only justification for preventing side-events discussing racism faced by
Palestinians is that UN officials want to avoid offending Israeli sensibilities and
those of its allies, such as the US and Canada,” states Ingrid Jaradat
Gassner, Director of the Badil Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and
Refugee Rights, a member-organization of the BNC. “This is especially
troubling because Palestinians were identified as victims of racism at the
original Durban Conference in 2001, and the effects of Israel’s racist regime
against Palestinian have only worsened since then” says Ms. Jaradat
Gassner.

Despite the OHCHR'’s complete ban on any mention of Palestine and
Palestinians at the Conference and at side-events, those parties who are
boycotting the Conference have maintained their boycott. Ms. Jaradat
Gassner commented that “it would seem that by trying to appease Israel and
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its allies, the UN diluted its message against racism without the added benefit
of the presence of those parties.”

Press Contacts:

Rania Madi (+41) 79-605-3905 [French, Arabic, English]

Ingrid Gassner Jaradat (+41) 78-918-8391 [English, German, Arabic]
For more information on the conference visit
http://israelreview.bdsmovement.net

17 Apr 2009

French Court to Hear Israeli Tram Case

Veolia

French court takes up the case against Alstom SA and Veolia Environnement
contracted by Israel to build a tram line that runs deep into East Jerusalem
from West Jerusalem.

French Court to Hear Israeli Tram Case
By DAVID GAUTHIER-VILLARS
PARIS

Palestinian lobby groups that contest Israel's authority over East Jerusalem
have found they might be helped via an unexpected route: a French court.

The court decided to take up the case against French companies contracted
by Israel to build a tram line that runs deep into East Jerusalem from West
Jerusalem.

A Franco-Palestinian human-rights association challenged the companies'
participation, arguing that the line is designed to consolidate Israeli control
over Arab districts seized after the Six-Day War in 1967. Most Israelis regard
East Jerusalem as part of Israel's undivided capital.

The group, Association France-Palestine Solidarité, filed the complaint
against Alstom SA and Veolia Environnement SA two years ago, arguing that
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the 8.3-mile project violates international law because East Jerusalem isn't
sovereign Israeli territory. About half of the line is already built.

Veolia and Alstom quickly responded to the complaint by saying that the
Nanterre court had no jurisdiction over the case and that the association's
claims were groundless.

An official of the tribunal of Nanterre near Paris said the court ruled late
Wednesday that it does have jurisdiction in the case. The tribunal, however,
rejected on technical grounds a request by the Palestine Liberation
Organization to be a co-plaintiff, the court official said. PLO representatives
didn't return calls seeking comment.

Now the court will start looking into the substance of the complaint unless
Alstom and Veolia exercise their right to appeal within one month. The
companies both said they had been notified of the ruling, and an Alstom
spokesman added the company will take time to study the ruling before
deciding whether to appeal.

"The tribunal has backed our arguments; it's a positive step,” said the
association's secretary-general, Sylviane de Wangen.

Alstom and Veolia -- along with Israeli partners -- are part of a consortium that
first won the Jerusalem tramway contract in 2002. Alstom is providing cars
and laying the track, while Veolia is due to operate the system for 30 years.
The French and Israeli partners first struggled to secure financing for the $1
billion tram route, which straddles the old East-West boundary known as the
"Green Line."

Write to David Gauthier-Villars at David.Gauthier-Villars@wsj.com

15 Apr 2009

**Settlement Expansion and Ethnic Cleansing in Pale  stine: Jordan
Valley Tour 2009**

Settlement goods

From 12th — 19th June 2009 community representatives from the Jordan
Valley in occupied Palestine will be touring the UK and Europe.

If your organisation would like to meet members of the tour, or you would like
to arrange a meeting in your area, please contact us as soon as possible,
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stating any dates or speakers that you would prefer.

They will speak about:

the impact of settlement expansion and ethnic cleansing on their own
communities

how they are organising to resist it by bringing communities together,
local building projects, direct action and legal challenges.

The tour is being hosted by:

Brighton Tubas Friendship and Solidarity Group, which has been
working with communities in Tubas and the Jordan Valley since May
2006

Jordan Valley Solidarity which is focussing attention on this largely
forgotten area of the West Bank, building international support and
supporting communities on the ground

We will be highlighting the Israeli State’s gradual annexation of the Jordan
Valley (which is 28% of the West Bank) by expanding its illegal settlements
and trying to drive Palestinians from their land through house demolitions,
movement restrictions, curfews, arbitrary arrest and detention, land
confiscations, denial of access to water, electricity, health and education.

The tour will be launched by a Day School on Sunday 14th June at the
Friends Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton.

The provisional list of speakers for the tour is:

**Abu Sakkr from Al Hadidiya: a stalwart of this small Bedouin Community
that has been subjected to house demolitions, confiscation and destruction of
their water tanks, threats and intimidation on a regular basis since 1997.

**Yusif Zbeidat, the Head Teacher of Fasayil Community School: Brighton
Tubas Friendship and Solidarity Group and the local community in Upper
Fasayil worked together, in direct defiance of Israel’s refusal to allow
Palestinians to build, renovate or repair any structures in this area. Through a
combination of resilience and campaigning the community won their small
battle, and the village children no longer have to walk to the next village to go
to school. This has inspired other projects that are now developing in the
Jordan Valley to rebuild demolished houses, build health clinics, and create
children’s playgrounds.

**Furik from Al Farisiya: Furik lives in yet another village that is surrounded by
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illegal Israeli settlements and is under direct threat of extermination. He has
spent most of his adult life working in Israeli settlements, on low wages with
no basic employment rights.

**Fathe Kdirat: As co-ordinator of Jordan Valley Solidarity, Fathe has
supported local communities in developing projects and works extensively
with international organisations to break down the eisolation of the Jordan
Valley and bring attention to this forgotten corner of Palestine.

15 Apr 2009

Key Dutch party: Sanctions against Israel if it thw arts peace

Sanctions

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1077729.html

Haaretz 11/04/2009
By Cnaan Liphshiz, Haaretz Correspondent

The Netherlands must impose economic sanctions against Israel if the new
government in Jerusalem thwarts the peace process with the Palestinians, the
Dutch Labor party said last week.

Members of Labor, which is a member of government as the country's second
largest party, said they intended to write a manifesto on the matter to the
foreign minister, Maxime Verhagen, from the centrist ruling CDA party, who is
largely seen as a staunch supporter of Israel.

In an interview for Radio 1, Labor's Martijn van Dam said his party insisted
that Verhagen and the European Union take "concrete" action that demands
Israel accept Hamas as a partner for dialog. Van Dam also lamented the
Netherlands and the European Union's decision to blacklist Hamas.

Van Dam went on to call Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman "an
extremist who is on the brink of racism," adding: "This is not a government
with much prospect for peace."

Responding to calming statements attributed to Verhagen concerning
Benjamin Netanyahu's new government, van Dam said: "The only one who
thinks that the positions of the [new] Israeli government will not have any
consequences is Maxim Verhagen."
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Discussions on the matter between the cabinet and Labor's representatives in
parliament are expected to continue this week.

15 Apr 2009

Scottish PSC Press Release - Support the Rightto B oycott Israel

Cultural Boycott

Support the right to Boycott Apartheid Israel!
Please meet outside the Sheriff Court at 9.30am on Friday 17th April.

The five Scottish PSC members who were arrested when they disrupted the
performance of the Israeli-state-sponsored Jerusalem Quartet at last
August’s Edinburgh Festival will be at Edinburgh Sheriff Court (Chambers St)
on Friday from 9.30am.

In the aftermath of the Gaza massacres, in what appears to have been a
demonstration of solidarity with Israel, the original charge of Breach of the
Peace was swapped for one of “racially aggravated conduct”.

This is a clear push to quash the increasing international campaign to Boycott
Apartheid Israel by attempting to criminalise it.

If the same means had been used to stifle the boycott of Apartheid South
Africa, the racist regime would likely still be in office there.

Boycott is a powerful non-violent weapon in the fight for justice in Palestine; it
is important that we face up to this challenge.

Please demonstrate support for the right to Boycott Israel, and show solidarity
with those on trial by attending outside the court (placards welcome) between
9.30 and 10am, and inside from 10am (no placards!; they can be left with
security).

More info:
http://spsc.scottishpsc.org.uk/

15 Apr 2009
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Jewish Chronicle on Tescos 'boycott helpline’

Settlement goods
Press one for Israel, callers are told

Pro-Israel groups have attacked Tesco for setting up a customer helpline for
those considering boycotting Israeli goods.

Tesco says it provided the service in expectation of calls questioning its
stocking of products from Israel and the West Bank.

Callers selecting the general information option on its customer helpline hear
the recorded message: “If you are ringing regarding Israeli goods, please
press one.” They are then connected to specially-trained call centre staff.

A Tesco spokesman claimed the dedicated line — introduced for
“functionality” reasons after increased inquiries during the Gaza conflict in
January — was removed on Monday. But it was still available when the JC
rang later on. Tesco does not offer a similar service regarding products from
elsewhere. Sainsbury’s, Waitrose and Morrisons said their helplines did not
carry Israel-specific information.

Zionist Federation co-vice-chair Jonathan Hoffman said Israel had been made
a scapegoat. “The risk is that supermarkets will say it's too much of a problem
to stock Israeli goods.”

Manchester customer Stephen Specterman was “fuming” after discovering the
service when he rang Tesco about internet shopping. “A young man came on
and | told him I'd pressed out of curiosity. He said they had two stores where
people had wanted to know whether they stocked Israeli goods. | told him |
had a bias against Iran for supporting Hamas and asked if they would set up a
line for me. When he said no | asked why they were just picking on Israel.
They have allowed themselves to be politically influenced.”

The Tesco spokesman later grudgingly conceded that the move may have
been a mistake: “We have had very few calls [to the line]. In hindsight there
may have been no need. It was pre-emptive in expecting boycott calls.

“I cannot see how anybody has been offended by this,” he added angrily. Call
centre staff had been told to explain the company’s stance on Israeli products
— that it uses labelling as advised by the EU — and not to discuss other
matters.

89



Last week, the Cabinet Office hosted a meeting of food retailers, producers
and suppliers to discuss the labelling of products from the West Bank.

It was agreed that the Department of Food would draw up guidelines, but
there is no specific time-frame, nor intention, to introduce legislation.

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign ran a “mass boycott” operation in the days
before the meeting, encouraging supporters to telephone Tesco and Waitrose
to question their stance on Israeli settlement products. Both supermarkets
said they had not experienced a drop in sales of Israeli goods since January
and had not altered their marketing or display procedures.

15 Apr 2009

Veolia loses another contract in Bordeaux

Veolia

VEOLIA, ONE LESS CONTRACT, NOW THE NEXT ONE!!

The transportation branch of the French multinational corporation Veolia just
lost a contract worth 750 millions euros in Bordeaux.

This contract was about the management of the biggest urban network in
France. It went to Keolis, a subsidiary of SNCF.

The Greater Bordeaux local government said that its decision was based on
commercial factors, but the implication of Veolia in a controversial tramway
project in Jerusalem (the "Jerusalem light railway") provoked intense debates
everywhere.

Indeed French corporations Veolia and Alstom have been called into question
for several years because of their participation in a project to build a tramway
in Jerusalem, designed to link West Jerusalem (Israel) with illegal Israeli
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories. This contract has caused
great controversy on the political ethics of Veolia.

The General Manager for France of Veolia Transport, Francis Grass, said that
Veolia has "very important questions [...], the feeling that things are not done
fairly" ... In fact, Veolia's involvement in the situation of apartheid has already
lead to the loss of several contracts, and this is just the beginning.

BDS group Bordeaux

90



(The BDS campaign — it stands for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions — aims at
isolating the state of Israel as long as it does not obey international law)
bdsbordeaux@gmail.com[Email addresses are hidden using javascript. You
must enable javascript to see them]

15 Apr 2009

Zionist response to Tescos 'Israeli goods' helpline

General
from Haaretz

By Cnaan Liphshiz, Haaretz Correspondent

The supermarket chain Tesco shouldn't be blamed for introducing a special
U.K. helpline for complaints about it stocking Israeli products, a leading
member of Britain's Zionist lobby told Haaretz.

In yet another series of articles about this controversial topic, British media
reported last week that pro-Israel groups attacked Tesco for the decision to
set up the helpline, which coincided with government talks on labeling Israeli
products.

"Blaming Tesco is ridiculous and unfair," said Jonathan Hoffman, co-vice
chairman of the Zionist Federation of Great Britain and Ireland. He explained
the chain store had set up the helpline in anticipation of a spate of calls by
promoters of a boycott on Israeli goods responding to the government talks.

"Tesco acted as any business would act," he added. "The finger should be
pointed at the British government for holding these discussions in the first
place and thereby fueling efforts by seekers of a total boycott of all things
Israeli."

After the helpline was discontinued, a Tesco spokesperson said: "Our only
aim was to be helpful, it was not making any political point."

The contested government meeting took place on March 31, and its dealt with
a controversial demand by boycott promoters that products from West Bank
settlements be labeled separately from goods produced by Palestinians.
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"The people and organizations behind this are the same ones promoting
cultural and scientific boycotts, people who are guided by hatred of Israel.”
Hoffman argued.

Although it contains a separate mini-site on West Bank goods, the internet
site for the BIG (Boycott Israeli Goods) campaign - which unifies and
coordinates the actions of a number of smaller U.K. movements and activists
- calls for "a comprehensive boycott of Israeli goods."

The March 31 session did not yield any conclusions. The subject will go up for
a "consultation" led by Britain's Department for Environment. The British
government has already decided to encourage "voluntary" separate labeling
of West Bank products by chain stores.

Although the food department has denied this, Hoffman says he expects the
government to back the motion for separate labeling. He explained the
federation opposes this because it "goes far beyond" Israel's
understandings with the European Union and because it "singles Israel out."

"There is no similar demand for separate labels on Cypriot goods produced
by Greeks and Turks," Hoffman noted.

Last month the Israel Manufacturers Association reported the findings of
survey among local exporters, in which 21% of 90 participants said

they had felt a drop in demand due to boycotts, mostly from the U.K. and in
Scandinavia

13 Apr 2009

Sligo County Council Adopts Motion to Boycott Veoli a

Veolia

The following motion was unanimously adopted at the February meeting of
Sligo County Council.

“Recognising:

1. that Veolia is a leading partner in the consortium contracted to build a
light railway system linking Israel to illegal settlements in occupied East
Jerusalem

2. that the Irish Government and the U.N. does not recognise Israel’s
annexation and occupation of East Jerusalem and have repeatedly
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stated their views that the Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem and the
West Bank contravene international law.

3. that Veolia’s involvement in the project is in contravention of the U.N.’s
stated demand that Israel’s settlement activities and occupation should
not be supported; This Council calls on the County Manager not to sign
or renew any contracts with Veolia.”

08 Apr 2009

Israeli exports hit by European boycotts after atta  cks on Gaza

Settlement goods
from The Guardian

A fifth of Israeli exporters report drop in demand as footage of Gaza attacks
changes behaviour of consumers and investors

Israeli companies are feeling the impact of boycott moves in Europe,
according to surveys, amid growing concern within the Israeli business sector
over organised campaigns following the recent attack on Gaza.

Last week, the Israel Manufacturers Association reported that 21% of 90 local
exporters who were questioned had felt a drop in demand due to boycotts,
mostly from the UK and Scandinavian countries. Last month, a report from the
Israel Export Institute reported that 10% of 400 polled exporters received
order cancellation notices this year, because of Israel's assault on Gaza.

"There is no doubt that a red light has been switched on,” Dan Katrivas, head
of the foreign trade department at the Israel Manufacturers Association, told
Maariv newspaper this week. "We are closely following what's happening with
exporters who are running into problems with boycotts.”" He added that in
Britain there exists "a special problem regarding the export of agricultural
produce from Israel”.

The problem, said Katrivas, is in part the discussion in the UK over how to
label goods that come from Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank.
Last week British government officials met with food industry representatives
to discuss the issue.

In recent months, the Israeli financial press has reported the impact of
mounting calls to boycott goods from the Jewish state. Writing in the daily
finance paper, the Marker, economics journalist Nehemia Stressler berated
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then trade and industry minister Eli Yishai for telling the Israeli army to
"destroy one hundred homes" in Gaza for every rocket fired into Israel.

The minister, wrote Stressler, did not understand "how much the operation in
Gaza is hurting the economy".

Stressler added: "The horrific images on TV and the statements of politicians
in Europe and Turkey are changing the behaviour of consumers,
businessmen and potential investors. Many European consumers boycott
Israeli products in practice."”

He quoted a pepper grower who spoke of "a concealed boycott of Israeli
products in Europe”.

In February, another article in the Marker, titled "Now heads are lowered as
we wait for the storm to blow over", reported that Israelis with major business
interests in Turkey hoped to remain anonymous to avoid arousing the
attention of pro-boycott groups.

The paper said that, while trade difficulties with Turkey during the Gaza
assault received more media attention, Britain was in reality of greater
concern.

Gil Erez, Israel's commercial attache in London, told the paper:
"Organisations are bombarding [British] retailers with letters, asking that they
remove Israeli merchandise from the shelves."

Finance journalists have reported that Israeli hi-tech, food and agribusiness
companies suffered adverse consequences following Israel's three-week
assault on Gaza, and called for government intervention to protect businesses
from a growing boycott.

However, analysts stressed that the impact of a boycott on local exporters
was difficult to discern amidst a global economic crisis and that such effects
could be exaggerated.

"If there was something serious, | would have heard about it," said Avi
Tempkin, from Globes, the Israeli business daily.

Israeli companies are thought to be wary of giving credence to boycott efforts

by talking openly about their effect, preferring to resolve problems through
diplomatic channels.
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Consumer boycotts in Europe have targeted food produce such as Israeli
oranges, avocados and herbs, while in Turkey the focus has been on
agribusiness products such as pesticides and fertilisers.

The bulk of Israeli export is in components, especially hi-tech products such
as Intel chips and flashcards for mobile phones. It is thought that the
consumer goods targeted by boycott campaigns represent around 3% to 5%
of the Israeli export economy.

02 Apr 2009

Belgian campaign targets bank financing Israeli set tlements

Complicit firms

In a remarkably short period of time, activists in Belgium have built a strong
basis for the campaign "Israel colonizes -- Dexia funds," asking the bank to
divest from its subsidiary Dexia Israel because of its financing of the
expansion of illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Adri Nieuwhof, The Electronic Intifada, 1 April 2009

The Israeli settlements violate Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
prohibiting the Occupying Power to deport or transfer parts of its civilian
population into the territory it occupies, as well as Article 53 prohibiting the
destruction of property on occupied territory. The Dexia campaign is
flourishing in Belgium and may potentially spread to other countries where
Dexia subsidiaries are based.

The French-Belgian bank Dexia bought the Israeli Municipality Treasure Bank
in 2001 and established Dexia Israel. Centrum voor Ontwikkeling,
Documentatie en Informatie Palestijnen (CODIP), an organization focusing on
Palestine, raised its concern about the transfer in a letter to Dexia's board of
directors in April 2001. The organization argues that Dexia's investment in an
Israeli bank involved in public loans might give the impression that the bank
"supports Israel's policy of occupation, colonization and discrimination.”

Seven Belgian organizations decided to join forces in the Dexia Committee in
2008. The committee summoned the help of the Who Profits from the
Occupation? project to investigate the relationship between Dexia and Israel's
occupation. In late October 2008, Who Profits informed the Dexia Committee
that Dexia Public Finance Israel is involved in activities in the illegal
settlements. This was clear from statements by the CEO of Dexia Israel to the
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Israeli parliament, that since 2005 long-term loans and other financial services
were given to at least seven Israeli municipalities in different regions of the
occupied West Bank, including Ariel, Alfei Menashe, Beit Aryeh, Beit-El,
Elkana, Har Hebron, Kedumim and Givat Zeev.

Deputy executive vice-president of public finance, Francois Durollet, told the
campaigners on 16 November 2008 that Dexia Israel was called to account in
Israel's parliament, because it did not pay enough attention to funding of the
development of settlements.

The Dexia Committee successfully rallied for support from the Belgian
parliament, city councils and districts. This resulted in questions in parliament,
and decisions to support the campaign of one province and 18 city councils
support the Dexia campaign. This is relevant, because the Belgian
government, regions and municipalities hold respectively 5.7 percent, 5.7
percent and 14.1 percent of Dexia shares.

The public in Belgium has responded positively to the Dexia campaign. During
a massive demonstration against the Israeli attacks on Gaza in Brussels on
11 January, in which 70,000 citizens participated, participants threw shoes at
the Dexia offices to show their dissatisfaction with the bank's investments in
the illegal settlements. An informational meeting organized at the end of
January was attended by 265 persons and 60 individuals had to return home
because of the meeting hall was at capacity. In a video message from
Ramallah, Omar Barghouti, a leader of the Palestinian boycott, divestment
and sanctions movement, spoke to the audience about the need to become
active in the Dexia campaign. Several weeks later, many responded to the
call to phone Dexia's complaints service and ask for the bank's divestment
from Dexia Israel during the week of 16-20 March.

A well attended press conference was held on Land Day, 30 March, which
commemorates the deaths of six Palestinian citizens of Israel who were killed
by state forces in 1976. During the press conference the Dexia Campaign
announced the launch of an online petition to call for Dexia's divestment from
funding illegal activities in the Israeli settlements on occupied Palestinian land.

The Dexia Committee has raised substantial support for the "Israel colonizes -
- Dexia funds" campaign. In a few months' time, 45 organizations, including
political parties and national trade unions, gave their support. Trade unions
organizing workers in the banking sector also joined the campaign, including
the Christian ACV. The ACV, with almost two million members, is the largest
Belgian federation of labor, and its branch organizing office workers is the
largest in the ACV federation. The ACV is part of a broad national Christian
workers movement, organized under the umbrella organization Algemene

96



Christelijke Werknemer Bond (ACW). The ACW own 13.9 percent of the
shares in Dexia and its chairman, Jan Renders, is a member of the board of
directors of Dexia. The support of the ACV is crucial to influence the position
of ACW as co-owner and co-governor of Dexia. The workers at Dexia own
another 2.6 percent of the shares and their interest is protected by their trade
union leaders, who task one representative to speak and vote for the workers
at the shareholders meeting.

Dexia can expect a heated debate about divestment from Dexia Israel at its
shareholders meeting in May 2009 as the Dexia campaign has raised the
support of Dexia shareholders.

Adri Nieuwhof is a consultant and human rights advocate based in
Switzerland.

31 Mar 2009

Video about TEVA - Israeli pharmaceutical company

General

TEVA est un laboratoire israélien qui produit des médicaments génériques.
D’abord, il est strictement interdit de faire de la publicité pour des
médicaments, remboursés par la sécurité sociale, ce qui se fait quand méme

sur certains sites web.

Et ensuite, il est particulierement de mauvais goQt de promouvoir des
médicaments provenant d’un pays qui vient de bombarder les Palestiniens
avec des bombes au phosphore.

Chez le pharmacien, vous avez le choix. Dites donc : "TEVA, on n’en veut

pas."

0 Mar 2009

On Anti-Semitism, Boycotts, and the Case of Hermann Dierkes:

General
An Open Letter from Jewish Peace Activists

March 30, 2009
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We are peace activists of Jewish background. Some of us typically identify in

this way; others of us do not. But we all object to those who claim to speak for
all Jews or who use charges of anti-Semitism to attempt to squelch legitimate
dissent.

We have learned with dismay the allegations regarding Hermann Dierkes, a
trade unionist and leader of the Left Party (DIE LINKE) in the German city of
Duisburg. Dierkes, in response to the recent Israeli assault on Gaza
expressed the view that one way people could help Palestinians obtain justice
would be to support the call of the World Social Forum to boycott Israeli
goods, so as to put pressure on the Israeli government.

Dierkes has been subjected to widespread and vitriolic denunciations for anti-
Semitism, and accused of calling for a repeat of the Nazi policy of the 1930s
of boycotting Jewish products. Dierkes responded that "The demands of the
World Social Forum have nothing in common with Nazi-type racist campaigns
against Jews, but aim at changing the Israeli government's policy of
oppression of the Palestinians.”

No one has made any claims of anti-Semitism against Dierkes for anything
other than his support of the boycott. Yet he has been accused of "pure anti-
Semitism" (Dieter Graumann the Vice-President of the Central Jewish
Council), of uttering words comparable to "a mass execution at the edge of a
Ukrainian forest" (Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung editorialist Achim Beer),
and of expressing "Nazi propaganda” (Hendrik Wuest, General Secretary of
the Christian Democratic Party).

We signatories have differing views on the wisdom and efficacy of calling for a
boycott of Israeli goods. Some of us believe that such a boycott is an
essential component of a campaign of boycott, divestment, and sanctions
that can end the four-decade-long Israeli occupation; others think the better
way to pressure the Israeli government is with a more selective boycott
focused on institutions and corporations supporting the occupation. But all of
us agree that it is essential to apply pressure against the Israeli government if
peace and justice are to prevail in the Middle East and all of us agree that a
call for a boycott of Israel has nothing in common with the Nazi policy of
"Don't buy from Jews." It is no more anti-Semitic to boycott Israel to end the
occupation than it was anti-white to boycott South Africa to end apartheid.
Social justice movements have often called for boycotts or divestment,
whether against the military regime in Burma or the government of Sudan.
Wise or not, such calls are in no way discriminatory.

Violence in the Middle East has indeed led to some acts of anti-Semitism in
Europe. There was a call to boycott Jewish-owned stores in Rome that was
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widely and appropriately condemned. We deplore such bigotry. Israel's crimes
cannot be attributed to Jews as a whole. But, at the same time, a boycott of
Israel cannot be equated with a boycott of Jews as a whole.

An acute and disturbing form of racism rising in Europe today is Islamophobia
and xenophobia directed at immigrants from Muslim countries. Dierkes has
been a champion in defense of the rights of immigrants, while some of those
who accuse all critics of Israel of being anti-Semitic often participate
themselves -- like the Israeli government and state -- in such forms of racism.

The Holocaust was one of the most horrific events in modern history. It is a
dishonor to its victims to use its memory as a bludgeon to silence principled
critics of Israel's unconscionable treatment of Palestinians.

[We have spent just a week gathering names on this letter, circulating it only
in a few countries. We apologize to all those who would have liked to sign, but
didn't get a chance or whose names arrived too late for inclusion. For
information on how you can help support this effort, please contact
Dierkes.Letter@gmail.com.]

Signatories
(organizations listed for identification purposes only)
BELGIUM

Marc ABRAMOWICZ, Psychothérapeute

Mateo ALALUF, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Joélle BAUMERDER, Directrice institution culturelle

Marianne BLUME, Professeur

Jacques BUDE, Professeur émeérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Willy ESTERSOHN, Union des Progressistes Juifs de Belgique
Fanny FILOSOF

Thérése FRANKFORT, Professeur

Victor GINSBURGH, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Tom GOLDSCHMIDT, Journaliste

Martine GOLDSTEIN, Psychologue, Université libre de Bruxelles
Henri GOLDMAN, Auteur

José GOTOVITCH, Professeur retraité

Anne HERSCOVICI, Sociologue

Miaden HERZL

Henri HURWITZ, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Paul JACOBS, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Willy KALB
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Daniel LIEBMAN, Romaniste

Léon LIEBMAN, Magistrat honoraire

Nicole MAYER, Professeur émérite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Henri ROANNE-ROZENBLATT, Journaliste

Dominique RODRIGUEZ, Union des Progressistes Juifs de Belgique
Edith RUBINSTEIN, Femme en noir

Serge SIMON, Ecrivain et Union des progressistes juifs de Belgique
Michel STASZEWSKI, Professeur

Léo TUBBAX

Elie VAMOS, Médecin

Esther VAMOS, Professeur émerite, Université libre de Bruxelles
Serge VIDAL

Jean VOGEL, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Laurent VOGEL, Professeur, Université libre de Bruxelles

Henri WAJNBLUM, Co-président de I'Union des Progressistes Juifs de
Belgique

CANADA

Elizabeth BLOCK, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism,
Women in Solidarity with Palestine, Independent Jewish Voices
Corey BALSAM, Student

Julia BARNETT

Lawrence BOXALL, Jews for a Just Peace

Mark Robert BRILL

Anne-Marie BRUN

Smadar CARMON, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
James DEUTSCH, MD

Judith DEUTSCH, MSW, President, Science for Peace

Gordon DOCTOROW

Inge FLEISCHMANN FOWLIE, Independent Jewish Voices

Barry FLEMING

Matt FODOR

Inge FOWLIE

Daniel FREEMAN-MALOQY, Activist and writer

Sam GINDIN, York University

Rachel GUROFSKY, Trent University

Larry HAIVEN, Saint Mary's University

Jean HANSON, Independent Jewish Voices

Jake JAVANSHIR, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
Mira KHAZZAM, Independent Jewish Voices

Mark KLEIN

Naomi KLEIN, Author

Jason KUNIN

Richard Borshay LEE, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto
Abby LIPPMAN, Independent Jewish Voices
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Henry LOWI

Elizabeth MOLCHANY, Esquire

Rabbi David MIVASAIR, Ahavat Olam Synagogue, Vancouver

Joanne NAIMAN

Yakov M. RABKIN, Professeur titulaire, Département d'histoire, Université de
Montreéal

Diana RALPH, Independent Jewish Voices

R.S. RATNER, University of British Columbia

Herman ROSENFELD, Instructor, Labour Studies, McMaster University
Martha ROTH, United Jewish Voices-BC

Marty ROTH, United Jewish Voices-BC

Regine SCHMID

Alan SEARS, Ryerson University

Edward SHAFFER, University of Alberta

Sid SHNIAD, Independent Jewish Voices

Greg STARR, Jews for a Just Peace

Vera SZOKE

Judith WEISMAN

Suzanne WEISS, Not In Our Name: Jewish Voices Opposing Zionism
FRANCE

Houria ACKERMANN, Directrice de créche

Nuri ALBALA, Avocat

Paula ALBOUZE

Paul ALLIES, Professeur a I'Université de Montpellier

Arlette ALVARENGA, Consultante retraitée

Simon ASSOUN, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix

Marc AYBES, Infographiste

Bernard BATT

Raphaél BENARROSH, Avocat retraité

Eliane BENARROSH, Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l'amitié entre les
peuples

Zvi BEN-DOR, Professor, New York University (Paris, France)

Daniel BENSAID, Professeur a I'Université Paris 8

Jean BRAFMAN, Conseiller régional d'lle-de-France

Kurt BRAININ, Médecin

Rony BRAUMAN

Kenneth BROWN, Mediterraneans/Méditerranéennes

Alice CHERKI, Psychiatre, psychanalyste, auteure

Elisabeth CHOPARD-LALLIER, Conceptrice d'édition

Sonia DAYAN-HERZBRUN, Professeur émérite & l'université Paris 7
Gilles DERHI, Pédopsychiatre, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix
Sylvia EVRARD, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix

Mireille FANON-MENDES-FRANCE, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix
Patrick FELDSTEIN, Bureau national, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix
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Rafael GOLDWASER

Jean-Guy GREILSAMER, Président des Amis du Théatre de la Liberté de
Jénine

Serge GROSSVAK

Bertrand HEILBRONN

Avi HERSHKOVITZ, Cinéaste

Thamara HORMAECHEA, Médecin

Gonzague HUTIN, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix

Bernard JANCOVICI, Professeur émérite, Université de Paris-Sud
Christine JEDWAB, Psychologue

Jacques JEDWAB

Samuel JOHSUA, Professeur émérite, Université de Provence

Nicole KAHN

Florence KERAVEC, Union Juive Frangaise pour la Paix

Maurice KERNBAUM

Daniel LARTICHAUX-ULLMANN, Documentaliste

Catherine LEVY, Sociologue

Daniel LEVYNE, Enseignant retraité

Michaél LOWY, Sociologue

Francoise MALFROID

Alain MARCU, Petit fils de déporté, fils de juifs résistants

Jean Frangois MARX

Veéronique MARZO, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix

Pierre MAUREL

Ariane MONNERON, Ancien Chef de Clinique, Directeur de recherche au
CNRS

Jean-Hugues MORNEAU, Bibliothécaire, Université Joseph Fourier de
Grenoble

Francois MUNIER

Josiane OLFF-NATHAN, Université de Strasbourg

Perrine OLFF-RASTEGAR, Porte-parole Collectif Judéo Arabe et Citoyen
pour la Paix

Martine OLFF-SOMMER, Psychologue

Henri OSINSKI

Marie-France OSINSKI

Nahed PUST, Femmes en Noir de Strasbourg

Jocelyne RAJNCHAPEL-MESSAI, Union Juive Frangaise pour la Paix
Sabrina RANASINGHE

Claude RAYMOND, Retraitée

Yaél REINHARZ HAZAN, co-directrice du Festival du Film et Forum
International sur les Doits Humains

Suzanne ROSENBERG

Jacques SCHWEIZER, Physicien

Michéle SIBONY, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix
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Claude SZATAN

Hannah TAIEB, Union Juive Francaise pour la Paix

Marléne TUNINGA, Présidente section francaise, Ligue internationale des
femmes pour la paix et la liberté

Dominique VENTRE, Directeur de Formation Télécom

René VONWALLENBERG, Avocat

Fabrice WEISSMAN, Directeur d'études Fondation Médecins Sans Frontieres
Adek ZYLBERBERG

Marie Claire ZYLBERBERG

GERMANY

Galit ALTSHULER, European Jews for Just Peace

Linda BENEDIKT

Stacey BLATT

Elias DAVIDSSON, Komponist, Menschenrechtler

llil FRIEDMAN, European Jews for Just Peace

Ruth FRUCHTMAN, Writer, European Jews for Just Peace

Harri GRUNBERG, Mitarbeiter der Bundestagsfraktion DIE LINKE
Iris HEFETS, European Jews for Just Peace

Tal HEVER

Michal KAISER-LIVNE, European Jews for Just Peace

Kate KATZENSTEIN-LEITERER, European Jews for Just Peace
Jason KIRKPATRICK

Felicia LANGER

Mieciu LANGER

Jean Joseph LEVY

Edith LUTZ, European Jews for Just Peace

Jakob MONETA, friherer Chefredakteur der Zeitung Metall
Abraham MELZER, Publisher, European Jews for Just Peace
Moshe PERLSTEIN, European Jews for Just Peace

Fanny Michaela REISIN, European Jews for Just Peace

Paul Otto SAMUELSDORFF

Lawrence ZWEIG, Solidarity International

ISRAEL

Hillel BARAK, Movement Against Israeli Apartheid in Palestine
Ronnie BARKAN, Anarchists Against the Wall

Judith BLANC, Bat Shalom, Women in Black, HADASH

Matan COHEN, Tarabot

Adi DAGAN, Coalition of Women for Peace

Rotem DAN MOR, Student, Center of Middle Eastern Classical Music in
Jerusalem

Yvonne DEUTSCH, Social worker and feminist peace activist
Daniel DUKAREVICH

Emmanuel FARJOUN, Professor of Mathematics, Hebrew University,
Jerusalem
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Naama FARJOUN

Alon FRIEDMAN, MD, Departments of Physiology and Neurosurgery, Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev

Yodfat Ariela GETZ, Filmmaker and social activist

Rachel GIORA, Tel Aviv University

Angela GODFREY-GOLDSTEIN, Action Advocacy Officer, Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions

Neta GOLAN

Vardit GOLDNER

Amos GVIRTZ, Recognition Forum

Connie HACKBARTH, Alternative Information Center

Roni HAMMERMANN, Machsomwatch

Shir HEVER, Alternative Information Center

Tikva HONIG-PARNASS

Ronnee JAEGER, Bat Shalom, Coalition of Women for a Just Peace
Jimmy JOHNSON, Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions
Matan KAMINER

Reuven KAMINER

Teddy KATZ

Hava KELLER

Adam KELLER, Journalist

Idan LANDAU, Department of Foreign Literatures & Linguistics, Ben Gurion
University

Yael LERER, Publisher

Orit LOYTER

Eilat MAOZ, Women's Coalition

Anat MATAR, Department of Philosophy, Tel Aviv University
Dorothy NAOR, Activist for justice and peace

Israel NAOR

Gilad NATHAN

Amos NOY

Adi OPHIR, Professor of Philosophy, Tel Aviv University

Amit PERELSON

Shai Carmeli POLLAK

David REEB, Artist

Andre ROSENTHAL, Civil rights lawyer

Yehoshua ROSIN

Sergeiy SANDLER, New Profile

Ayala SHANI

Kobi SNITZ, Technion

Lea TSEMEL, Attorney, SOS Torture

Roy WAGNER

Michel WARSCHAWSKI, Alternative Information Center

Sergio YAHNI, Alternative Information Center
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Uri ZACKHEM

Beate ZILVERSMIDT

ITALY

Liviana BORTOLUSSI, Rete Radie Resch di solidarieta Internazionale
Paola CANARUTTO, Medico

Giorgio CANARUTTO, Impiegato

Marina DEL MONTE, Psicoterapeuta

Ronit DOVRAT, Pittrice

Douglas DOWD, Professor of Economics

Giorgio FORTI, Professore Emerito Universita di Milano

Milena MOTTALINI, Avvocata

Carla ORTONA, Funzionaria sanita

Marco RAMAZZOTTI, Funzionario Nazioni Unite, Rete Ebrei Contro
L'occupazione, Jews Against Occupation

Stefano SARFATTI , Commerciante

Susanna SINIGAGLIA

Ornella TERRACINI, Insegnante in pensione

SWITZERLAND

Guy BOLLAG

Shraga ELAM, Winner of the Australian Gold Walkley Award for Excellent
Journalism 2004

Dorrie ITEN, Jewish Voice for a Just Peace

Leo KANEMAN, Co-directeur Festival du Film et Forum International sur les
Droits Humains

Rolf KRAUER, Gewerkschafter UNIA

Martine RAIS, Médecin

Peter STRECKEISEN, Soziologe

Ursel URECH, Lehrerin, Gewerkschaft VPOD

Sharon Weill, Ph.D. candidate in International Law, University of Geneva
Robin WINOGROND, Jewish Voice for a Just Peace

UK

Hanna BRAUN, Palestine Solidarity Campaign

Richard BRENNER, Editor, Workers Power

Haim BRESHEETH, Professor of Media and Cultural Studies

Peter COHEN, London South Bank University

Angela DALE, Jews Against Zionism

Mark ELF, Jews Sans Frontieres

Liz ELKIND, Scottish Jews for a Just Peace

Rayah FELDMAN, London South Bank University

Alf FILER

Sylvia FINZI, Jews for Justice for Palestinians

Tony GREENSTEIN , Trade unionist (UNISON)

Pete HALL

Abe HAYEEM, Jews for Justice for Palestinians /International Jewish Anti-
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Zionist Network

Rosamine HAYEEM, Jews for Justice for Palestinians/International Jewish
Anti-Zionist Network

Dan JUDELSON, Secretary, European Jews for a Just Peace

Yael KAHN

Bernice LASCHINGER

Les LEVIDOW, Open University

Vivien LICHTENSTEIN

Yosefa LOSHITZKY, Professor of Film Studies

Moshe MACHOVER, Professor Emeritus, founding member of the Socialist
Organization in Israel "Matzpen"

Hilda MEERS, Scottish Jews for a Just Peace

Diana NESLEN, Jews Against Zionism

Esther NESLEN

Susan PASHKOFF, Jews Against Zionism

Roland RANCE, Jews Against Zionism

Anna ROBIN

Shrila ROBIN

Brian ROBINSON

Miriam SCHARF

Ruth SIRTON

Inbar TAMARI, Jews Against Zionism

Norman TRAUB

Eyal WEIZMAN, University of London

Jay WOOLRICH

USA

Deborah AGRE, Middle East Children's Alliance

Michael ALBERT, ZNet

Barbra APFELBAUM, Riverside Language Program, New York City
Rann BAR-ON, International Solidarity Movement and North Carolina
Coalition for Palestine

Trude BENNETT

Phyllis BENNIS, Institute for Policy Studies

Carl BLOICE, Committees of Correspondence for Democracy & Socialism
Audrey BOMSE, Lawyer

Daniel BOYARIN, University of California-Berkeley

Lenni BRENNER

Stephen Eric BRONNER, Director of Global Relations, Center for the Study of
Genocide, Conflict Resolution, & Human Rights, Rutgers University
Judith BUTLER, Professor, University of California-Berkeley

Leslie CAGAN, National Coordinator, United for Peace and Justice
Ellen CANTAROW, Writer

Barbara H. CHASIN, Professor Emerita, Montclair State University
Noam CHOMSKY, Professor Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of
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Technology

Jill Hamburg COPLAN, Journalist

Lawrence DAVIDSON, West Chester University

Daniel ELLSBERG, Revealed Pentagon Papers, writer

Carolyn EISENBERG, Hofstra University

Judith FERSTER, Jewish Voice for Peace and BritTzedek

Michelle FINE, Graduate Center, City University of New York

Barry FINGER, Editorial board, New Politics

David FINKEL, Managing Editor, Against the Current

Norman G. FINKELSTEIN, Independent scholar

Laurie FOX

Racheli GAI, Co-editor, Jewish Peace News

Irene GENDZIER, Boston University

Jack GERSON, Oakland Education Association Executive Board

Alice GOLIN, Bloomfield-Glen Ridge NJ Peace Action

Steve GOLIN, Bloomfield College

Linda GORDON, Professor of History, New York University

Marilyn HACKER, Writer, City College of New York

Stanley HELLER, Moderator "Jews Who Speak Out"; Host "The Struggle" TV
news magazine

Edward S. HERMAN, Professor Emeritus, Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania

Carol HORWITZ, "Jews Say No"

Louis KAMPF, Professor Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Stan KARP, Rethinking Schools

Melanie KAYE/KANTROWITZ, Queens College, City University of New York
Richard LACHMANN, University at Albany - State University of New York
Joanne LANDY, Campaign for Peace & Democracy

Jesse LEMISCH, Professor Emeritus, John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Howard LENOW, American Jews For A Just Peace

Zachary LEVENSON, University of California-Berkeley

Joseph LEVINE, Professor of Philosophy, University of Massachusetts
Mark LEVINE, Professor of Middle East History, University of California, Irvine
Nelson LICHTENSTEIN, University of California, Santa Barbara

Lawrence LIFSCHULTZ, Author and journalist

Zachary LOCKMAN, New York University

Marvin MANDELL, Co-editor, New Politics

Marilyn Kleinberg NEIMARK, co-host of "Beyond the Pale: Jewish Culture and
Politics," WBAI radio, New York

Joan NESTLE

Henry NOBLE, National Secretary, U.S. Section, Freedom Socialist Party
Judith NORMAN, Co-editor, Jewish Peace News

David OST, Hobart & William Smith Colleges

Frances Fox PIVEN, Graduate Center, City University of New York
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Karen REDLEAF, International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network

Adrienne RICH, Poet and activist

Bruce ROBBINS, Columbia University

Robert C. ROSEN, William Paterson University

Deborah ROSENFELT, Professor of Women's Studies, University of Maryland
Emma ROSENTHAL, Cafe Intifada/Los Angeles Palestine Labor Solidarity
Committee

Paula ROTHENBERG, Professor Emerita, William Paterson University
Matthew ROTHSCHILD, Editor, The Progressive magazine

Rachel RUBIN, University of Massachusetts, Boston

Marjorie SCHEER, Jews for a Just Peace - North Carolina

Michael SCHWARTZ, Stony Brook State University

Alexander SHALOM, Lawyer

Beverly SHALOM, Social worker

Evelyn R. SHALOM, Health educator

Stephen R. SHALOM, William Paterson University

Sami SHALOM CHETRIT

Ira SHOR, City University of New York

Jerome SLATER, Writer

Alan SOKAL, New York University

Stephen SOLDZ, Co-founder, Coalition for an Ethical Psychology

David S. SURREY, Saint Peter's College

Norman TRAUB

Carol WALD, War Resisters League

Richard I. WARK, Jews for a Just Peace-North Carolina

Lois WEINER, Professor of Education, New Jersey City University
Adrienne WELLER

Eleanor WILNER, Writer

Howard ZINN, Historian

OTHER

Marshall ANSELL, Sweden

David BARKIN, Mexico

Viviane COHEN, Architect, Morocco

Hans DIELEMAN, Universidad Autonoma de la Ciudad de México, Mexico
Mary ELDIN, Ireland

Dror FEILER, Musician, Chairperson of European Jews for a Just Peace and
Judar for Israelisk Palestinsk Fred, Sweden

Jacques HERSH, Professor Emeritus, Denmark

Zachris JANTTI, Finland

Jakob LINDBERG, Judar for Israelisk Palestinsk Fred, Sweden

Margot SALOM, Palestinian & Jewish Unity for Justice and Peace, Australia

29 Mar 2009
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Londoners lock up criminal Israeli goods in Tesco

Consumer boycott
A new idea for the boycott campaign...

Sunday 29 March 2009, Londoners converged towards Tesco supermarkets
in West London in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

Avocadoes, pomellos, cherry tomatoes, herbs and dates grown in Israel and
on illegal settlements in the occupied Palestinian West Bank were trapped in
baskets and trolleys in order to disrupt the sale of such produce and
symbolise the need for clear international action against illegal Israeli
settlements and Israeli war crimes in the region. Leaflets were placed on the
empty shelves explaining the role of Israeli goods in funding Israeli settler
colonialism and state violence.

Tesco, and most supermarkets in Britain, stock and sell Israeli goods
including produce from illegal Israeli settlements implanted in the occupied
Palestinian West Bank. Some of this settlement product is misleadingly
labelled 'West Bank' leading many customers to believe they are buying
Palestinian produce, while some is labelled 'made in Israel' even though the
settlements are clearly colonial entities outside of Israel's internationally
recognized borders.

25 Mar 2009

Divestment campaign gains momentum in Europe

Divestment Campaigns

The Swedish national pension fund AP7 is the latest institution to follow the
socially responsible investment example of Dutch ASN Bank by excluding the
French transportation giant Alstom from its portfolio. Alstom was excluded
because of the company's involvement in Israel's occupation of Palestinian
land.
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Adri Nieuwhof, The Electronic Intifada, 24 March 2009

Activists and researchers claim that the French companies Alstom and Veolia
are directly implicated in maintaining illegal settlements in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, and are playing a key role in Israel's attempt to make
its annexation of Palestinian East Jerusalem irreversible. For this reason
Dutch ASN Bank decided in 2006 to exclude Veolia from its portfolios, also
excluding companies that benefit from the Israeli occupation. Other banks
have since followed ASN Bank's example towards socially responsible
investment.

Swedish activists informed the public about the role of companies in
benefiting from the occupation through several actions. The Swedish non-
governmental organization Diakonia's research on Mul-T-Lock factory in the
Barkan Industrial Park in a West Bank settlement led to the October 2008
decision of owner Assa Abloy to divest from the company. At that time Veolia
was bidding for an eight-year, $4.5 billion contract to run the subway in
Stockholm county. Swedish journalists questioned politicians about Veolia's
role in an Israeli tramway project that links Israeli settlements and normalizes
the illegal situation of the settlements. At the Give Veolia the Red Card event
on 15 November 2008, passengers on the Stockholm subway were asked to
attach a red card to their clothes to protest Veolia's involvement in the the
Jerusalem tramway on occupied Palestinian territory.

The protests are thought to have contributed to the decision of Swedish
national pension fund AP7, one of the most important investors in Sweden
and well-known for its highly ethical profile, to blacklist Alstom. AP7, which
manages pension savings worth around 90 billion kronor ($15 billion), listed in
its annual report for 2008 the companies it has to exclude from investment for
ethical reasons. Alstom is pointed out as a company AP7 would have liked to
invest in. However, the report said Alstom's involvement in reported human
rights abuses regarding the company's participation in a railway project in
Jerusalem made it not suitable for AP7's investments.

Additionally, in mid-2008 AP7 decided to sell all its holdings in companies
making cluster bombs and nuclear weapons. Chief executive Richard
Grottheim told the press, "l expect other pension funds will follow my
initiative." The fact that AP7 diagnosed Alstom as a company not suitable for
investments will most likely have the same effect.

On 16 March, Sandwell Council in the UK announced that Veolia failed to
reach the shortlist of three companies bidding for a 25-year waste collection
and recycling contract worth 1 billion pounds ($1.43 billion). The Palestine
Solidarity Campaign started the Sandwell Bin Veolia Campaign, asking the
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public to sign a petition requesting that the council remove Veolia from the list
of contractors approved. The petition argued that Veolia be removed because
the company accepted contracts in Jerusalem in contravention of international
law and United Nations resolutions.

Asked for the reasons for excluding Veolia from the shortlist, a Sandwell
Council press officer responded that Veolia's alleged activities played no part
in the council's decision-making process. "By law, the council is not permitted
to allow non-commercial factors to influence the choice of a partner for its
plans to improve waste, recycling and street cleansing services in Sandwell.”
However, in a 10 Feburary 2009 article published by The Electronic Intifada
this author along with attorney Daniel Machover asserted that UK law makes
it perfectly legal to exclude Veolia from public contracts due to its "grave
professional misconduct."”

In Melbourne, Australia the Veolia campaign will take off with the Dump
Connex campaign to be launched on 30 March, focusing on the Veolia
subsidiary that runs the train service in Melbourne. Activists will distribute
100,000 pamphlets to Melbourne's train commuters. The pamphlets explain
that riders should not only be angry because the company is providing an
unsatisfactory transport service in Melbourne, but also because Veolia has
signed a 30-year contract with Israel to operate a tramway that runs also in
occupied Palestinian land. Commuters are asked to sign the card in the
pamphlet and post it to Victorian State transport minister Lynne Kosky.

Adri Nieuwhof is a consultant and human rights advocate based in
Switzerland.

31 Mar 2009

Video about TEVA - Israeli pharmaceutical company

General
TEVA est un laboratoire israélien qui produit des médicaments génériques.

D’abord, il est strictement interdit de faire de la publicité pour des
médicaments, remboursés par la sécurité sociale, ce qui se fait quand méme
sur certains sites web.

Et ensuite, il est particulierement de mauvais go(t de promouvoir des
médicaments provenant d’un pays qui vient de bombarder les Palestiniens
avec des bombes au phosphore.
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Chez le pharmacien, vous avez le choix. Dites donc : "TEVA, on n’en veut
paS."

25 Mar 2009

West Midlands Palestine Solidarity Campaign bins Ve  olia!

Veolia

West Midlands Palestine Solidarity Campaign welcomes the decision made
by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council not to consider further Veolia’s bid
for the 'Waste Improvement Plan’ contract, a contract worth £1 billion over 20
years.

French multinational company Veolia is complicit in the continued Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territory. Veolia is a leading partner in the CityPass
consortium, contracted to build a light rail tramway system linking west
Jerusalem to illegal Jewish settlements in occupied east Jerusalem. With its
involvement in this project, the company is directly implicated in the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian territory and is playing a key role in Israel’s attempt
to make its annexation of the territory of east Jerusalem irreversible. This
construction project violates Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention.

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the annexation of
East Jerusalem are illegal under international law. The settlements violate
Article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention, which provides that: “The Occupying
Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the
territory it occupies” as well as Article 53, which forbids destruction of

property.

The decision made by Sandwell Council is a victory for organisations and
individuals who are campaigning for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions of
Israel’s illegal activities directed at the Palestinian people. Our campaign, and
Sandwell Council’'s decision, show that companies need to be aware that in
order to have community support they must behave ethically. Sandwell
Council has set a positive example which other councils should follow.

West Midlands PSC looks forward to working alongside local communities,

trade unionists and sympathetic Councillors in the fight for justice for
Palestinians.
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In response to Israel's horrific attack on the Gaza Strip, Invincible has dropped
a new track, "The Emperor's Clothes" for free download. "The Emperor's
Clothes" is produced by K-Salaam & Beatnick. Invincible first performed the
track live at the protest lock-down of the San Francisco Israeli Consulate
(pictured above / photos by Vanessa Huang).

http://emergencemusic.net/node/118

BDS call from rap artist

Boycott Calls

In response to Israel's horrific attack on the Gaza Strip, Invincible has dropped
a new track, "The Emperor's Clothes" for free download. "The Emperor's
Clothes" is produced by K-Salaam & Beatnick. Invincible first performed the
track live at the protest lock-down of the San Francisco Israeli Consulate.

http://emergencemusic.net

The situation in Gaza is critical, with massive damage to civilian infrastructure
and more than 1,300 Palestinians killed and 5,300 wounded. Read more
about the crisis in Gaza at Electronic Intifada.

As this track makes clear, one of the most effective strategies we can pursue
right now is boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaigns against
Israel, as we demand an end to Israel's assault on Palestinian life and liberty.
Read more about and get involved in the Global BDS campaign.

Kareem Edouard, director of the acclaimed "Sledgehammer!" music video, is
currently working on a video for "The Emperor's Clothes." Keep your ear to
the ground for that.

LYRICS: "The Emperor's Clothes" by Invincible

"The Emperor's Clothes"

Phase 1: Air strikes all day and all night

Phase 2: Rockets hit the Gaza strip with phosphorus
Phase 3: Ground attack how we gonna counteract?

Boycott Divest and Sanction

Israel- you should be ashamed
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Kill and maim 1,000's of civilians in our name

Claim you hitting terrorists but children in your aim

Even murder relief workers blood spilling from they brain

While they tried to drive the ambulance, damn they couldn't stand a chance
Even bomb students, hospitals, mosques, Rafah, and Khan Yunis
Shot em in the back like the cops to Oscar Grant...

And in each case the good ol' united states sponsored that

7 million a day that we pay tax and AIPAC's lobbyists is robbin us
Sometimes it feels like they're ain't no stopping this

BUT now no body can deny it cuz you made it too obvious

Naked truth exposed like the emperor's clothes

The struggles getting hotter and the temperature rose

Since 1948 when you formed the state

Palestinian people still defending their homes

They aint been surrendering, NO

Boycott Divest and Sanction
Cuz they even bombed the United Nations

Look, i'm Israeli, my government's so arrogant

War criminals who call Palestinians terrorists

For resisting extinction and occupation

Comparing this to genocide and reservations of Native Americans
Its a massacre! Kick out they ambassadors!

Divest from their apartheid like South Africa

Boycott em like King to Montgomery buses,

Show them we want peace but only with real justice
They murdering the media and witnesses left

We gonna stop shopping at all the businesses that invest
In building they settlements and gentrifying our corners
lllegal walls over there and the US-Mexico border

Build a worldwide movement til the truth is heard

And supporting the Israelis who refuse to serve

All the C.0.s who AWOL when deployed to Iraqgi stations
All the people rallying while the cops are chasing

If we enlisted in the system we got an obligation

We ain't got the patience, time to stop the occupation

Boycott, Divest, and Sanction
Til there's right of return for displaced and reparations
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Norfolk County Council - a four star authority. The information contained in
this email is intended only for the person or organization to which it is
addressed. If you have received it by mistake, please disregard and notify the
sender immediately. Unauthorized disclosure or use of such information may
be a breach of legislation or confidentiality and may be legally privileged.
Emails sent from and received by Members and employees of Norfolk County
Council may be monitored. They may also be disclosed to other people under
legislation, particularly the Freedom Of Information Act 2000. Unless this
email relates to Norfolk County Council business it will be regarded by the
Council as personal and will not be authorized by or sent on behalf of the
Council. The sender will have sole responsibility for any legal actions or
disputes that may arise.

115



